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In Parvo 


By Adelbert F. Caldwell 


THE smallest task he never thought to shirk ; 

All uncom plainingly he did his work,- 

Quietly, thoroughly ; he left undone no part ; 

Hard though his lot, a-cheery was his heart. 

Shared hie his neighbors’ toils, their cares, their 
fears, 

Gave of his joys, but kept from them his tears! 

Yet no great thing by him was ever done, 

No laurel leaf for merit ever won. 

But when he slipped away, silent his lifs and still, 

He left behind a void earth’s heroes could not fill! 


GREENCASTLE, IND. 





When the Fellowship is Hindered 


Nothing ever dims our consciousness of the per- 


sonal presence and fulness of Christ but our own sin. 
We may not know what the sin is. that is dulling our 
joy in Him. We may rebel and protest, trying to 
make ourselves think that it is not our fault, but that 
He has arbitrarily and unjustly withdrawn His pres- 
ence from us. That will not set matters right. 
Nothing but a fresh surrender, in an abandonment of 
confessed helplessness and worthlessness and utter de- 
pendence upon Christ, in faith, will enable him to 
surcharge our life with Himself and make Himself 
known and felt again in the old joyous overwhelming 
of our being. ‘The electricity cannot make the carbon 
filament glow with light and fire until that filament is 
insulated from everything else and is yielded up to 
the electricity alone. Nor can we glow with the light 
and fire of Christ until we have let him cut us off from 
everything else : insulate us into yielded and complete 
conductors of himself and the current of his love and 
power. When the light ceases in the electric lamp, 
you know there is a break somewhere ; either the in- 
sulation or the connection is not complete. It may 
take considerable search to find the break; but you 
know itis there. Soof our interruptions of fellowship 
with. God in Christ. Connection with him, and dis- 
connection with all else : both of these must be com- 


plete, or he cannot do for us what he would. He is 
never to blame for the break ; we know that. And he 
is more eager than we are to have the full, joyous fel- 
lowship restored. 

ya 


* Receiver of Wrecks ”’ 


Every one has done enough, at one time or 
another in his life, to wreck himself forever. But this 
does not mean that he is going to be abandoned as a 
wreck ; there is a work going on to prevent this. A 
letter from a Nova Scotia correspondent bears as a 
part of its business heading the words ‘‘ Receiver of 
Wrecks.’’ The Dominion government divides the 
coast line into districts, and provides for each a repre- 
sentative whose business it is to receive and handle, 
in the interests of all concerned, all wrecks and wreck- 
age not claimed by the owners, or whose owners are 
unknown. Our Lord Jesus Christ, as the Owner him- 
self of all human wreckage, is the Receiver as well ; 
and his handling of every wreck that is committed to 
him is indeed in the interests of all concerned. For he 
does not make men over ; he makes them anew. His 
work is never mere salvage or repair work ; always 
‘*there is a new creation."’ 


aK 
The Subtlest Temptation 


Satan's disguises seem to be infinite. His most 
subtle attacks, and hardest to recognize, probably 
come when we are most completely one with Christ. 
For example, at our times of completest yielding to 
Christ, when the fulness of His presence within us 
and the joy-bringing life of the Spirit are so over- 
whelming that we feel that Satan never caz tempt us 
again, in that very feeling Satan is tempting us. All 
he wants us to think is that we have so yielded to 
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Christ as to be free from temptation : then he will do 
the rest. The sinless Jesus was tempted, and tempted 
terribly ; so shall we be, until the day of ‘the re- 
demption of our body,’’ when we sliall be “delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the 
glory of the children of God.’’ Our safeguard against 
Satan is, not in thinking that he has lost his power to 
appeal to us, but in realizing that we may at his every 
attack rest confidently back upon Christ and let Christ | 
alone deal with him, while we go free and delivered. ° 
Satan can easily deceive and trap us, but he can never 
disturb Christ in us. 
Pat 


The Joy of Confession 

It is a joyous peivilage to acknowledge our sins to 
Christ. The sins are not a joyous privilege; they 
are black death. But inasmuch as they are in our 
life, and nothing can alter that fact, it becomes one 
of the greatest privileges of our life that we need not 
conceal or ignore a single one of them, but may lay 
them all bare, in full view, before our Lord and our 
Redeemer. If one has a splinter in his hand, it is a 
happy moment when he discovers and plainly locates 
that splinter ; that is the first step toward getting it out. 
To fail to acknowledge it would be to invite further 
pain, festering, and poison. If we have sinned, the 
glory of our life is that we need not lose’an instant in 
acknowledging itto the only One who can remove it 
and stop its poisonous work. Failure to do this in- 
vites torture. 


** When I kept silence, my bones wasted away 
.Through my groaning all the day long.’’ 


But after acknowledging the sin see the change : 
** Be glad in Jehovah, and rejoice, ye righteous ; 
And shont for joy, all ye that are npright in heart.’’ 
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A Little Supplementary Prayer 


R. JOSEPH PARKER once spoke of how natural 
it was, after one had finished his praying and 
risen from his knees, to find that there was 

always something more which he wished to speak 
about. He said that he found himself always wishing 
to have a little supplementary prayer. The phrase is 
an illuminating one, and lights up many a relation 
besides that of prayer. For it is that little supple- 
mentary element and the desire to add it which 
perhaps makes the difference between the character 
that just barely clears the law and the character 
that is rich in devotion and marked in influence. 
Professor James quotes the carpenter who was work- 
ing upon his house and one day made this remark : 
‘* There is very little difference between one man and 
another, but that little is very important.’’ We look 
for great differences between one life and another, and 
because we do not observe them we conclude that 
there is no difference worth bothering about. “But 
there is ; and very often it is just this slight distinc- 
tion between the one who prays his prayer.and then 
is done with it, and the one who just wants that little 
bit of supplementary prayer. 

The Duke of Wellington, once asked why he con- 
sidered the British soldiers better than any others, 
replied that it was because they could hold out five 
minutes longer than any other armies. The differ- 
ence was not great, but it was very important. Men 
go looking for the key to success, they study the his- 
toric examples of it, and they would have expected 
probably to find the superiority of the British soldier 
in something he ate, or some knack in his drilling, or 
some little trick he had caught about his marching 
gait ; but they would not have suspected that it all 
lay in something so commonplace as a mere five min- 
utes longer than anybody else. It is not the skill and 


inventiveness to do something utterly different from 
everybody else that makes the victorious life, but that 
fine little element of doing what everybody does, but 
doing it a little longer and loving it just a little more. 

When we see that one life is manifestly greater in 
its results and power than another, we always look for 
its secret in some cause that will seem commensurate 
with such a remarkable result. It is not to be found 
there. It is more likely’than not in that little supple- 
mentary prayer, the prayer you don’t have to make, 
and the prayer which you don't feel the need of mak- 
ing, and the prayer without which you can still be 
really and truly a prayerful person, It is that desire 
to return to it when everybody would say you had 
done your full share which makes the subtle differ- 
ence between the prosaic and common life and the 
life of mark and beauty. 

Dickens tells of one of his characters who had in 
some distant place an old mother. With the regu- 
larity of clock-work he sent her once a month the 
allowance which he had conscientiously made her. 
But that done he never spoke of her, never did any 
supplemental things for her, and he had the righteous 
feeeling of duty well done. That is an extreme case, 
no doubt ;, but is not much of our religion of just that 
quality ?.\We give our hour at the church, and would 
not fail of it ; but that done we do not want to hear 
any more about it, and quite likely consider ourselves 
very pillars of the church. . We would not miss our 
regular praying, but when it is done it is done, and 
we feel no delicate touch half-detaining us to speak 
with our Father about something closersand deeper 
now that we have gotten over the severely practical 
business of our prayer. Our relations with Him are 
strictly business relations, just, honorable, God-fear- 
ing, and all that ; but what-a pity that having gone 
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that far we do not go five minutes farther, and 
touch the very spring whose thrill is what makes the 
difference between business and love! To a nicety 
we fulfil our obligation, and none can accuse us of lack, 
but our delicacy and our freedom are shown by that 
little extra, uncovenanted, undemanded, supplement- 
ary staying on after the business is all done, which 
seems almost to belong to the region of sentiment, but 
is after all the element that makes one Christian so 
much greater and nobler than another. 

To have done one’s full duty and then suspect that 
there is something deeper and richer than that, makes 
the margin which distances one soul from another. 
The margin is never very great, but the result is worlds 
away. It is that lingering on for just a word more, 
that reluctance to go though we may have accom- 
plished all we came for, that hesitation to take our 
dismissal though we could do it with a clear con- 
science : it is that little supplementary element which 
after all is not supplementary but is the real central 
thing in the fashioning of the finest soul. It is what 
makes the minister at the close of Sunday evening 
service, when all is done and all are gone and the 
place is empty and he can take his rest, instead of 
scuttling out as if he never wanted to see the place 
again, linger all by himself for a little supplementary 
church-going and worship. 

It is what nobody can quite ask of us that everybody 
most wants from us. It is something indefinable that 
they miss most in what wedo, Those who do just what 
they are engaged to do fill an important place in the 
world, Weneed them. But they deprive themselves 
and their service of that unnamable something which 
gives flavor and distinction and freedom to their serv- 
ice. Sir Joshua Reynolds, in criticizing a picture, 
summed it all up by saying, ‘‘ It lacks—rTHar."’ 
Everybody would know what he meant if he didn’t 
try to define it further. A little supplementary some- 
thing. Those loiterings around our task after it is 
legally all done, those asides and touches which no- 
body else could have thought of, those extra, uncove- 
nanted things which we do and which turn out to be 
the very best we ever do,—-those are what make the 
glory of service. The second mile is a place of reve- 
lation. The mile nobody can compel you to go is the 
mile that has the finest scenery, And when a man 
insists on going that mile, then it is all settled of what 
sort he is. 
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Giving Outright to the Lord ‘ 

When the minister of a church sees and stands 
for the truth that there is but one way to give to the 
Lord, and that to give outright, it ought to be only 
a matter of time, faith, and prayer when the church 
as a whole gladly comes to the same high ground. A 
minister in New York state who has the right convic- 
tions, asks several interesting questions on details of 
practise ; 

As a preacher, I have earnestly sought to persuade the peo- 

te of the better way, which you also very effectively advocate. 
Thave had a great deal of controversy over the matter in some 
of my churches, not being able to persuade some that this 
would be the better way to conduct the finances of the church, 
and have thought that possibly I had gone farther sometimes 
than the case would warrant for the most effective results. To 
be sure, some people will be prejudiced and obstinate about 
the plainest truth, but I do not wish to crowd any non-essen- 
tial to the point of sacrificing the truth itself. 

Again, I have felt that if I preached against such practises I 
could not consistently encourage them by attending when any 
society in the church, or the church as a whole, should insist 
upon these measures. Yet I have sometimes thought this 
might have a tendency to estrange rather than win. desire 
to stand for the truth in the best and most effective way. 

Is the principle that you and I are pleading for invalidated 
by what is called a “ free-will offering,’ where a number of 
church people meet at the church, or at the home of one of 
the members, and a light lunch is provided, and the people 
are asked to ‘' throw in"’ what they please, or nothing, if they 
prefer? To me the intent seems the same—to raise money, 
though it is only a smali sum asked, and scarcely one could 
feel he could go and intend not to give. It is called a free- 
will offering, and the luncheon made iacidental. Would 
you consider it ‘* going too far"’ to refuse to recognize such ? 


Why use edible inducements to people to give to 
the Lord? Does it not degrade both the people and 
the Lord's work? To come together for a social hour 
at a time when a light lunch is provided is often an 
admirable thing to do. But to make the lunch in 
any way an inducement to get people together in 
order that they may then give something is unworthy. 
It destroys the very spirit and purpose of /ree-will 
offerings. It defrauds the people of the training ir 
giving which they have a right to expect the church to 
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give them. It is not outright giving. Far better is it 
to have the giving service at one time, and the social 
hour and refreshments at another.. Then there will be 
no possible confusing of the two different things in the 
mind of any one. 

Help people to see this as the heart of the matter : 
we give, because God first gave to us, We love, be- 
cause he first loved us. And he ‘‘so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son.’’ God's only 
inducement to give was, not our love, but our awful 
need. May not our only inducement to give be the 
need of others, and God's love to us? Shall we dis- 
honor those in our congregations and communities, 
made in God's image, by saying that they cannot be 
expected to look at the matter in this light, or to take 
such high ground? Shall we not have more faith in 
God’s power in the human heart ? 

A minister, however, while he is prayerfully seeking 
to let God lead his people out into the full light in this 
matter, must not cut himself off from fellowship with 
his people because they do not yet accept the truth. 
It seems questionable whether a minister ought ever 
to absent himself, on principle, from any affair given 
by his church, unless it should be of such a character 
that he felt called upon to resign from that church. 
He must be the sympathizing, warm-hearted, human 
friend of every one of his flock, and as such he can 
probably be better used of God if he mingles freely 
with the people even at their misguided and unworthy 
church fairs, money-raising suppers, and the like, than 
if he sternly absents himself. 

Controversy with the people over this or any other 
matter must be completely avoided, as it can be. 
Loving conference and discussion may be had ; a quiet 
and earnest stating of the truth ; but argument and 
controversy never. Back of all and through all, the 
secret prayer of faith will be used of God as no other 
means can be. No minister can change some con- 
gregations’ views. God can, and God will, if he is 
patiently asked in faith to do so. 

Here is a cheering word from a minister in Alabama: 

It may interest you that as a spontaneous result of a sermon 
preached yesterday morning to my congregation on ‘‘ Princi- 

le in Church Finance "' (the second in a series on ‘' Raising 

oney by Bible Means‘'), my tithing band was doubled!. It 
is the more interesting because some of our women were plan- 
ning a rummage sale,— which, by the way, would never have 
been held,—but were converted to the Scriptural plan, and 
themselves volunteered as tithers, 

As I have drawn freely from many articles published in The 
Sunday School Times, I feel that you are. entitled to a large 
share of the rejoicing in this victory, and I pray that you may 
be still more successful in urging this crusade against the un- 
worthy church fair and all its '‘ congeners."’ 

God’s way is the best way ; and people everywhere 
really like the best way, if they are given the right op- 
portunity to know it and test it. The New York min- 
ister will be writing a letter of thanksgiving one of 
these days, for the transformation of 4zs congregation, 
if he holds on in faith and patience and-sunshiny love. 
God will irresistibly do the rest. 


Kx 
For the Unhappy Christian 


There ave unhappy Christians, Thevery term is 
a strange contradiction ; yet it is a fact. And there 
ought to benone ; there need be none, if all Christians 
would face in the right direction and meet fully the 
simple conditions of complete discipleship. Here isa 
pathetic letter from the state of Washington : 

At best, I am a very unhappy Christian. I seem to strive in 
vain for that peace that I so long for. There are times when 
God and Christianity seem only a myth to me. Every day I 
am up at a little past five, so that I may have at least half an 
hour to read my Bible and to pray, alone. And at night I 
seek the same seclusion for at least an hour. I attend faithfully 
to church duties. 


It seems to me that, if 1 owned the world, 1 would gladly 
give it all for areal and constant fellowship with Christ. It may 
that my lotin life has much to do with my state. I have 


been stripped of all that life holds dear. 
Jove or even sympathy is a cruel burden. 

It has been my unmistakable duty, for some years, to live 
with a close relative who is able to arouse the worst that is in 
me. If I should shirk this duty the person in question would 
be miserable, and one of eight homes would be more miser- 
able. My heart ought to be so full of love that there would be 
no room for rebellion against fate. Yet when I am at home I 
find that I dare not speak only as I must, lest I give way to 
temper that few could believe Ihave. I did not know there 
was so much evil in me. 

There is one lesson which has touched me the past year more 
than any other. ‘The Garden.’’ Christ's yearning for sym- 
pathy to the last. Yet he had to go through the unpleasant 
task alone. ‘' Why hast thou forsaken me?" is often the bur- 
den of my prayer. 

Can you give me a message I need? My very own? 

From a young woman who longs 
to be Happy in Him. 


To me life without 


This young woman says she would give up the 
whole world for constant fellowship with Christ: is 
she ready to give up very much less than that,—her 
She wants to be happy : 


‘*rebellion against fate’’ ? 
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is she willing to stop seeking and wanting happiness ? 
She wants love and sympathy : is she willing to give 
up her desire for love and sympathy? She says she 
has: been stripped of all that life holds dear: is she 
ready to let it be so, and stop wishing it were not so, 
while she looks with shining, trusting face into the 
face of Christ? Not until she has surrendered all 
these things can Jesus Christ fill her life with himself 
and use her as he wants to do. 

From her own statement, this young woman's life 
seems to be centered in herself: Her desire for-things 
that she does not possess is eating out her heart and 
shutting Christ out, She says nothing about a yearning 
to be used by Christ in utter forgetfulness of herself, 
her feelings, her happiness, her lot. She does say 
that she wants fellowship with Christ ; but Christ's 
New Testament to his followers says nothing about 
any duty to seek after happiness, nor to get love and 
sympathy from our fellows, nor to desire the things 
‘* that life holds dear."’ It does say that not until we lay 
down life itself with all life’s desires can we be Christ's 
followers and thus have his fellowship. Joy, and 
peace, and such blessings are named as results and 
evidences of life in Christ ; but they are not named as 
goals in themselves. No one can have them who 
makes them his chief desires, 

Our only hope is to turn forever away from self and 
our desires, to Christ ; to ask Christ to crucify this self 
of ours, with all its selfish longings, and then use us 
for his purposes as we daily die in him and are used 
by him. - Paul was ready to be forever separated from 
Christ if by that sacrifice he could have saved his 
brethren (Rom. 9:3). And because of this utter 
abandoning of self and self's interests—even self's 
eternal spiritual interests—Paul knew as few men 
knew the peace and joy of the fulness of fellowship 
with Christ. 

A penitent, sweeping, abandoned, and eternal -sur- 
render of self to the mastery and purposes of Christ is 
the life-need of this Christian. Bible study, prayer, 
faithfulness to church duties, won’t accomplish much 
until that has been done ; afterwards, the Bible and 
prayer and service will have a glorious richness that 
will be of Heaven. Zhen this young woman would 
not exchange her lot, if it is Christ's will, for any 
other lot on earth or in Heaven. Zhen she will find, 
with Christ filling her and constituting all life for her, 
that no human being nor Satan himself can arouse 
‘the worst in her’’; for Christ in her will respond in 
love to every sych attack or temptation. Zhen she 
will glory in the joy and privilege of lavishly loving 
those who treat her badly; she will find the time 
at home all too short to speak as much as she would 
like to with that relative, while Christ's own love 
streams out from her and fills the whole house with 
its radiance and fragrance. 

Let no human being ever liken his experience to 
that of the Lord Jesus Christ in Gethsemane and on 
the cross. None but Christ has ever borne the sins 
of the world. From none but Christ was the face of 
God ever blotted out, to the sinless agony of the one 
thus forsaken, The more we study the unsearchable 
facts of the atonement of our Saviour, and the more 
we lose ourselves in him, the more shall we shrink 
from all suggestion of men’s likeness to his experi- 
ences. He will never ask us to endure for him what 
he endured for us ; for we could not. But he does ask 
us to let him crucify us with himself, that he may be 
our life and make us co-workers with God in redeem- 
ing this world. 

ae ad 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father: How can we thank thee enough 
for all the bounties which enrich our lives and crowd 
our days! Bestow on us a grateful heart, so filled with 

praise that repining can find no room. We crave the enlarg- 
ing power of inner gladness and an unfaltering trust. Keep 
us so close to thee that there can be no dark days. ‘In thy 
light we shall see light.’" We want the constant sense of thine 
intimate presence, flooding our souls with sunshine. Lord 
Jesus, show us the way thou didst take and keep—close to the 
Father. We would walk with thee. We would work with 
thee. We would bear the yoke with thee. We would know 
no aim, feel no passion, that does not spring from thee. Cure 
us of our paralyzing fear: why should we fear our own Father ? 
Or how can we dread events—which are his making? Scatter 
the darkness which enfolds us, by entering it with us... . And 
beget within us that love and compassion which will conquer 
our dislikes and root out our grudges. Take away our love of 
sinning by giving us something better to do. Supplant our 
faults by Christly longing to serve. Replace base pleasures 
by the consuming joy of doing good. Lord, teach us to be 
gentle, kind, useful—not merely to our choice friends and com- 
rades, but to all ; to theunseemly and forbidding, to the vicious 
and degraded. Generate thine own largeness in our breasts, 
thine own tender compassion for all. Put us in healing touch 
with our fellows at every turn. Work through us, that we may 
bring comfort to the sad, courage to the fainthearted, light to 
darkened minds, high aspiration to the unholy. Wherever we 
go, pour through our lives thy saving power into the lives of 
those around us. 


| 
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Sennacherib—Giant of Assyria 
By Professor Thomas Nicol, M.A., D.D., of the University of Aberdeen 





—— 


pg age 9 occupies a larger space in the 
Bible history than any other of the ancient 
Assyrian kings. The story of his invasion of 
Judah, of the successful resistance of Jerusaiem to his 
officers, and of the sudden destruction of his host, is 
told in well-known chapters of the Old Testament, 
and there are at least six Assyrian accounts of his 
great campaign to the lands of the West which have 
been recovered in recent explorations, and with which 
the biblical record is in striking accord, Sennacherib's 
own account is now in duplicate in the British Mu- 
seum—in the Taylor Cylinder, a hexagonal clay prism, 
found by Colonel Taylor at Nineveh in 1830 and writ- 
ten over on all its sides with cuneiform characters, — 
and in an inscription upon one of the colossal: bulls 
brought by Sir Henry Layard from Konyunjik. In 
both forms of the account, among other titles which 
Sennacherib takes to himself is that of ‘‘the giant 
consuming the disobedient.’’ 

Sennacherib was the son of Sargon, the conqueror 
of Samaria. On his accession to the throne, in 705 
B.C., he took up his abode in Nineveh, without paying 
homage to the gods of Babylon as his predecessor had 
done. As sovereign of the dual empire he thus put a 
slight upon Babylon, which was far in advance of 
Nineveh as a seat of ancient religion and culture. 
For this error of policy he was ere long called to suffer. 

Merodach Baladan, an intrepid and resourceful 
prince who, from being king of Bit Yakin, a petty 
kingdom covering the marshes at the head of the Per- 
sian Gulf, had been raised to the throne of Babylon, 
but had been driven from it by Sargon, now saw his 
opportunity. He took advantage of the discontent 
awakened by Sennacherib’s supercilious treatment of 
Babylon, and seized the throne. He had designs upon 
the. Western extremities of Sargon’s vast empire, and 
thus conies into view in the Bible history. Knowing 
that Hezekiah ‘‘ had rebelled against the king: of -As- 
syria, and served him not’’ (2 Kings 18 : 7), and ‘hav- 
ing heard of his recovery from illness, he sent letters 
and a presént by way of congratulating him, but in 
reality to sound him.on the subject of a simultaneous 
movement on the part of Sennacherib’s vassals to re- 
cover their independence. How Hezekiah received 
the messengers of the so-called king of Babylon, and 
what were to be the results of his vainglorious display 
of the national treasures, we know from the Book of 
Isaiah (39) and 2 Kings (20: 12ff.) To Hezekiah 
and the kings of the smaller states in Palestine, Egypt 
at such a juncture seemed a hopeful ally, although 
Isaiah solemnly and repeatedly warned Hezekiah 
against such an alliance (Isa. 31 : 3). 


Punishing the Rebels 

Sennacherib knew how to deal with such a wide- 
spread confederacy. He had already acquired expe- 
rience of the art of government. He had been en- 
trusted with the oversight of the Northern provinces 
of his father’s empire, and had given token of energy 
and promptitude in ruling turbulent tribesmen and in 
putting down revolt. He proceeded to chastise the 
members of the rebellious coalition separately. His 
first campaign was against Merodach Baladan, whom 
he defeated in the battle of Kish in 703, and drove 
again from the throne of Babylon, appointing Bel- 
ibni king in his stead. He was now ready to march 
to the West and punish the rebellious states in Syria 
and Palestine. In 7o1 B. C., the fourteenth year of 
Hezekiah, he set out for the shores of the Mediter- 
ranean. Crossing the passes of the Lebanon before 
the revelted kings had time to concert measures of 
resistance, he captured Sidon, Sarepta, and Accho, 
and by his rapid movements terrified into submission 
Ashdod, Ammon, Moab, Edom and others of the 
Southern states. Only Hezekiah, supported by Ash- 
kelon and Ekron, offered resistance. 

At Ekron, Padi, the vassal of Assyria, had been de- 
posed and delivered over for safe-keeping to Heze- 
kiah, a circumstance seriously aggravating his offenses 
in the eyes of Sennacherib. At Eltekeh, somewhere 
not far.from Ekron, Sennacherib encountered the 
forces of the Egyptian allies, if indeed the kings whom 
the Assyrian record mentions were not rather kings 
from the eastern side of the Red Sea. Sennacherib 
‘came off victorious :.‘* With the help of Assur, my 
lord,’’ he says, ‘* 1 fought with them and accomplished 
their defeat."' 


Bible narrative glow with a more vivid human inter- 
est than ever, as we read and handle the very writings 
of men of that day. Thus Professor Nicol shows 
us a giant personality of Assyria; and in the review 
issue of the Times Professor Ungnad, of Jena, will 
present additional evidence from the Assyrian rec- 
ords on Sennacherib’s murder by his sons. 





In the same inscription, contained in the Taylor 
Cylinder, he goes on to tell how he devastated the 
whole land of Judah. Of this the biblical record 
merely says, ‘*Sennacherib came up against all the 
fortified cities of Judah, and took them’’ (2 Kings 18 : 
13). ‘The Assyrian inscription goes into full and pos- 
sibly exaggerated detail : 

«« Hezekiah of Judah, who had not submitted to my 
yoke, I besieged 46 of his strong cities, fortresses, and 
small cities of their environs, without number. . . 
200,150 men young and old, male and female, 
horses, mules, asses, camels, oxen, and sheep with- 
out number I brought out from them, I counted them 
as spoil. Hezekiah himself I shut up like a caged 
bird in Jerusalem, his royal city."’ 

The Sculpture of Jewish Captives 

He proceeds to teil how he increased the tribute to 
be paid by Hezekiah and exacted a fine from him, as 
the biblical narrative also relates, It is interesting to 
notice that whilst all three Scripture narratives of this 
campaign (2 Kings 18 : 14; 2 Chron. 32:9; Isaiah 
37 : 8) make mention of the siege of Lachish by Sen- 
nacherib, it is not mentioned in the king’s own an- 
nals. To make up for the omission, however, there 
is a splendid sculpture to be seen in the British Mu- 
seum, occupying several slabs, from one of the halls 
of Sennacherib’s palace at Nineveh. It represents 
the captives—who have strongly marked Jewish fea- 
tures, —passing before the Assyrian monarch seated 
on a throne over which is. the inscription ; ‘‘Senna- 
cherib, King of Nations, King of Assyria, Seated on 
an exalted throne, receives the spoils of the City of 
Lachish.’’ The Jewish features of the captives lend 
vividness and emphasis to the representation. 

The fate of Jerusalem specially interests all readers 
of the Scripture narratives. One thing is certain from 
beth the biblical and Assyrian records. Jerusalem 
was spared the horrors of an Assyrian capture. How 
near it came to overthrow we can see. But the bib- 
lical narrative which tells of its escape is confirmed by 
the silence of the monuments as to its overthrow. 
When Sennacherib shut up Hezekiah as a bird in a 
cage, he seems to have done no more than blockade 
his capital. It was in anticipation of such an invest- 
ment of the city that Hezekiah secured the water sup- 
ply, so that having the only spring within the circuit 
of Jerusalem diverted to flow inside the city there 
might be no water for a besieging force. He also re- 
paired the walls and strer.gthened the fortifications ; 
above all, he bade his captains rest in the assurance 
of the help of God. ‘* With him [Sennacherib] is an 
arm of flesh ; but with us is Jehovah our God to help us, 
and to fight our battles (2 Chron. 32 : 3 ff).’" Accord- 
ingly Sennacherib did not even attempt to lay siege to 
the city, which a century later Nebuchadrezzar re 
quired over two years to capture. 

The fate of the city nevertheless still hung in the 
balance. PerhapsSennacherib repented of his leniency 
toward it in accepting Hezekiah’s submission, seeing 
he had left a strong fortress in his rear in the hands 
of a doubtful vassal. At any rate the king of Assyria 
now sent the Tartan, the commander-in-chief ; the 
Rab-saris, the chief courtier ; the Rabshakeh, the chief 
of the staff, ‘*from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a 
great army unto Jerusalem’’ (2 Kings 18:17). These 
plenipotentiaries summoned Hezekiah to an audience, 
and, when his three chief ministers of state went out. 
to them and begged. them not to speak in the Hebrew 
but in the Syrian tongue,. made light of the authority 
of the king, and. by. blasphemous -persuasion. . uttered 


in‘ Hebrew. sought to create division among the listen- 


ing people and to obtain submission. But the people 
held their peace and answered the blaspheming Rab- 
shakeh not a word. In this crisis the king turned to 
the Lord for help, and Isaiah was commissioned to 
speak to him words of encouragement and hope. So 
the Rabshakeh returned to his master, who had left 
Lachish and was besieging Libnah in the low country 
of Judah. 

Once more Sennacherib threatened Hezekiah with 
vengeance and the destruction that had overtaken 
other cities at the hand of Assyria, if he did not de- 
liver up Jerusalem. By this time it would seem that 
the Egyptians had rallied after their defeat at Eltekeh, 
for the biblical narrative tells that Tirhakah, a Pharaoh 
of an Ethiopian dynasty, was again advancing against 
Sennacherib. 
occasion to send messengers to Hezekiah with a letter 
demanding the capitulation of the city. And Heze- 
kiah went up to the house of the Lord and spread the 
letter before the Lord. To his prayer an answer was 
given by Isaiah the prophet, partly addressed to Heze- 
kiah and partly to Sennacherib, but closing with the 
gracious assurance regarding the king of Assyria : 
‘* He shall not come unto this city, nor shoot an arrow 
there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast up a 
mound against it. By the way that he came, by the 
same shall he return, and shall not come unto this 
city, saith Jehovah. For I will defend this city to 
save it, for mine own sake and for my servant Da- 
vid’s sake’’ (2 Kings 19 : 33-35). 

The promise was strikingly and speedily fulfilled. 
‘¢The angel of Jehovah went forth, and smote in the 
camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five 
thousand ; and when men arose early in the morning, 
behold, these were all dead bodies’’ (Isa. 37 : 36). Of 
this sudden destruction of his host Sennacherib has 
left no record, and there is no mention of it on any of 
the monuments. But kings were never given to re- 
cording or publishing their defeats. Where this dis- 
aster happened there is no Hebrew record to show. 
Herodotus, the Greek historian, who visited Egypt in 
the fifth century B.C., tells in the second book of his 
histories a story, which he had heard from the priests 
of the temple of Ptah in Memphis, of Sennacherib’s 
army having been put out of action by mice (Herod. 
II, 141). The kernel of fact in the legendary tale 
seems to be that not far from the eastern border of 
Egypt, Sennacherib’s army was attacked by pestilence, 
of which the mouse is the emblem, and so weakened 
in fighting power that he found it prudent to betake 
himself back again to Nineveh with all convenient 
speed. 


Babylon Hated to the End 

Of any other campaign of Sennacherib to the west, 
the Bible history is silent; and from his own copious 
records none can be gathered with any certainty. His 
remaining years, nevertheless, saw many campaigns 
and battles and sieges in other parts of his empire. 
He never abated his hatred of Babylon. His capture 
and destruction of the Chaldean capital in 689 B.C., 
like the capture and destruction of Constantinople by 
the Turks at a much later time, was one of the calami- 
ties of human history. For although Babylon was 
rebuilt in great magnificence by Nebuchadrezzar, who 
can tell what ancient records, what monuments of re- 
mote antiquity, and what examples of the earliest cul- 
ture, perished in this terrible overthrow ! Cruel and 
remorseless as he was in war, Sennacherib did much 
to strengthen and beautify Nineveh, and his palace 
recovered in Layard’s excavations has yielded up 
treasures of the greatest historical value. 

His end was tragic enough. ‘It came to pass, as 
he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, 
that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him 
with the sword : and they escaped into the land of 
Armenia. And Esar-haddtén his son reigned in his 
stead’’ (2 Kings 19:37). This took place in 681 
B.C. An Assyrian inscription telling how ‘‘Senna- 
cherib, king of Assyria, was slain by his son.in a re- 
volt,’’ lends some support to the biblical account of 
his death ; and in an inscription from Sinjirli in north- 
ern Syria Esar-haddon styles himself ‘‘ the avenger of 
his father that begat him.’’ Thus fully in life and in 
death does the Bible record of Sennacherib receive 
other historical attestation. 

ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND.. 


The Assyrian was content on this_ 
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Discovering the Bible to the College Man 


By Clayton Sedgwick 4 





UDYARD KIPLING, in speaking to the students . 


of McGill University not long ago, told them 

that they were going out into a time when there 
would seem to confront them an organized conspiracy 
to make them believe that wealth for wealth’s sake 
was the end and aim of life. -‘‘But,’’ said he, 
‘*sooner or later you will find a man who is not con- 
trolled by money—he knows how to use money for 
ideals that ultimately satisfy, That man will never 
go in fear of any antagonist, for he has seen the 
things which are worth while.’’ 

It is not easy, however, for the college man to se- 
cure and hold ideals of the eternally worth while. 
The very air of the times is thick with material 
achievement. The courses which he selects are too 

often intended to make bread-winners rather than 
* men of leadership and breadth of culture. He finds 
it easier to become an expert in his profession than to 
learn to see deeply enough into life to appreciate what 
his specialization is for. He often lacks the ability to 
see big things big and small things small. If he 
makes athletics his god, it is not because he is want- 
ing in enthusiasm, but rather in proper perspective. 
His sense of proportion is awry. He must find some 
influence that will act as a corrective while he is yet 
in college, or his career is too frequently swallowed 
up in a battle of dollars, with no following of the 
*¢gleam’’ of a larger Hope. 


What Ten Years Has Brought Forth 

A great counteracting movement has arisen, —it is 
the movement for the discovery of the Bible. And it 
is a comparatively recent development in college life. 
Ten years ago there were hardly 5,000 college men 
in all the institutions of North America who were 
studying the Christian Scriptures systematically and 
with intelligent plan, These men who were interested 
were usually Christian men whose devotional habits 
had been formed in the home before college 
days. In short, ten years ago there was no general 
knowledge among students as to a method of Bible 
study that was consonant with their educational at- 
_ mosphere. Few professors were interested, and the 
mention of a Bible class in a club house or fraternity 
‘chapter house or in the training section of an athletic 
department was unheard of. 

The revolution in sentiment in viewing the Bible 
may be told in a glance by the following facts re- 
ported from institutions of higher learning during the 
college year of 1909-19!10 : 


28,562 men were reported by 490 institutions as having at- 
tended Bible classes for two months or more. 

9,089 men followed habits of daily Bible study in 338 in- 
stitutions, 

6,156 non+Chiistian men were reported in Bible classes in 
302 institutions, 

5,061 fraternity men were reported in 120 institutions, 

2,308 students were used to lead Bible groups in 306 in- 
stitutions, 

2,272 of these leaders were in attendance at 305 normal 
classes in 139 institutions, 

800 faculty men co-operated in the Bible study work in 
295 institutions, 

1,252 men were led into the Christian life through Bible 
classes in 101 institutions. 

33,657 student Bible study text-books were purchased, 

185 Bible study reference libraries were available in 142 
institutions, . 


That the busiest and most popular students have 
time for Bible study is evidenced by the number of 
men holding prominent positions in college life who 
were in Bible classes last year. These included: 


1,522 members of Varsity football teams, 
1,454 members of college glee clubs, 
653 editors of college papers. 

1,402 members of Varsity baseball teams, 
755 class presidents. 

983 prize and scholarship men, 

712 member of Varsity basketball teams, 
92 members of Varsity crews. 

1,053 members of Varsity track teams, 


It is interesting to note that in the eighteen na- 
tional movements comprising the World's Student 
Christian Federation over 80,000 students were study- 
ing the Bible last year in voluntary Bible classes. 

This change of attitude has been sweeping, and in 
many colleges and universities it has been almost 
complete. There are still some institutions, however, 


Are we educating our college students away from 
religion and Jesus Christ? To read certain maga- 
zine articles of recent years one might think so. 
That fear, however, does not reckon with a mighty, 
world-wide movement for Bible study in the col- 
_leges that is working what fifteen years ago would 
have been called miracles. Just let the facts given 
on this page sink in deep. Tell them to your Bible 
class, your Sunday-school, your church, your 
minister. 

This is Mr. Cooper's first paper in a remarkable 
series, to appear in these columns during the com- 
ing months, on ‘‘ The Bible’s Grip, and How to 
Insure It.” It will not be limited to the college 
field, but will open up a rich opportunity to men 
and women everywhere who want to appropriate 
new treasures in Bible study and teaching. 








in which the evolution of the Bible from unpopularity 
to popularity is still progressing. Indeed, there must 
always be something of this changing of sentiment in 
a community which is not fixed, but which receives 
additions of students and suffers losses of students 
with every year, The old note of apology for the 


Bible is, however, changing to one of loyalty and in- 


terest. With the development of new and fitting 
courses of study and the broadening of viewpoint, 
with the help of the professors and the church and 
the home, the day is near when the influential ma- 
jority of North American students will be studying 
the Bible with intelligence, with enthusiasm, and 
with untold profit. 

What are some of the methods through which the 
men who have heretofore treated the Bible indiffer- 
ently are now expending time and hard work to 
organize it, lead classes, and follow its study with 
regular habits ? 


How the Indifferent Men are Interested 

A first principle of the success of Bible study in 
college has been the belief that a kinds of students 
would be interested in some phase of Bible study. 
For example, there were last year 5,061 Greek letter 
fraternity men attending these student classes ; the 
most of these men were enrolled in groups in the 
chapter houses. 

To start their interest a few men, the leaders, 
would be called together to consider the matter. 
Usually two or three representative students would 
be asked from each chapter house. The courses of 
study and the reference books would be on a table 
for examination, The method of study, the kind of 
discussion, the naturalness and sanity of the plan, 
would be presented by some one who had been in 
touch with such classes elsewhere.. Then every stu- 
dent in the room would be asked to express himself 
as to his idea of the plan, and especially to state if 
he would stand for the organization of a group in his 
fraternity house. Three or four students are enough 
to begin with ; these meet in one of the men’s rooms 
after supper on a week-day or on Sunday, the time 
being an adjustable matter, the convenience of the 
group members determining it. 

At such organization meetings it is usually found 
that the majority of the students are interested enough 
to appoint a committee to assist in securing a profes- 
sor, or a clergyman, or a strong alumnus in the town, 
to teach and to assist in getting the work started in 
the various chapter houses, Many men enter the 
classes at first simply for the educational values of the 
Bible. They feel densely ignorant of the main facts 
of biblical history. One student told me that in an 
answer to a test question in a class in college a friend 
of his had said Sodom was the wife of Gomorrah. It 
humiliated him to think of the possibilities of making 
a like revelation of his own Bible ignorance. 

This may seem a low plane to some upon which to 
enter a Bible class. But toa spiritually indifferent man 
the opportunity to get knowledge of the contents of a 
book which no less a man than John Richard Green the 
English historian called the ‘‘ standard for English,”’ 
is a real attraction. Indeed, many men feel that this 
first knowledge of the fac¢s is both: scientific and pre- 


Secretary of the Student Department of Bible Study of the Inter- 
national Committee of Young Men's Christian Associations 





paratory to any further profit. A Chinese student in 
Hongkong told me that he had been studying the 
Bible a year. After six months ot further study he 
said that he hoped to be in position to decide as to ac- 
cepting Christianity. He would then know ‘ what 
Christianity was about.’’ Too often we ask men to 
decide first, then expect them to find out later why or 
what they have done ; and do they always find out? 
And does decision to be a Christian without knowledge 
of Jesus’ conception of a Christian disciple carry much 
assurance of a fruitful Christian career ?.. 

It is my growing conviction that we can secure the 
allegiance of almost any class of men to Bible study, 
without regard to creed or race, if we approach them 
in a frank, broad-minded fashion and ask them to come 
together to obtain the facts. A college graduate of 
my acquaintance is proving this fact with the most in- 
different class of men one could imagine in New. York 
City, and is now leading three groups each week 
numbering fifteen men apiece. This graduate told 
me that only one man in his three classes was a Prot- 
estant when he started ; eight were Jews, three were 
Orientals, two were alleged agnostics, three were 
socialists (politically and religiously), four Catholic 
young men, and the rest were more or less non-com- 
mittal. Fifteen of these men have already been 
enlisted in practical service in missions connected 
with the churches, One man said recently: ‘‘ I never 
dreamed that Christianity was like this.’ Experience 
shows that the application of these facts to personal 
life and to institutional life will follow easily enough. 
It has not been alone in Palestine that men’s hearts 
have burned within them as they have talked with 
Jesus by the way. 

The college teacher was once the guide for religious 
and moral instruction as well as the educator of the 
mind, The multiplicity of college duties in rapidly 
growing institutions, involving complex curricula 
and vastly increased executive and administrative 
duties, have tended to make the college professor the 
expert upon a subject rather than a teacher of men. 
But a change is evident here, and this student Bible 
movement which enlisted last year eight hundred col- 
lege professors in class teaching and training of teach- 
ers, and in other forms of Bible activity, is helping to 
bring the instructor closer to the student through 
friendly fellowship and practical discussion, . Mean- 
while the teacher is bringing both quality, efficiency, 
dignity, and vitality to this cause of the Bible in the 
college environment. 

Secrets of Sustained Interest 

The secret of successful Bible study anywhere exists 
not wholly in the number or kind of persons enrolled in 
classes, but in the persons who are induced to continue 
their study until the Bible really becomes to them a 
vital book. ‘If ye abide in my word,’’ said Jesus, 
‘¢then are ye truly my disciples,’’ 

The arrangement of Bible lectures at frequent inter- 
vals during the year has proved a means of reminder 
and renewal of attention to the Bible. At Columbia 
University a series of Bible addresses given about once 
a month helped to make the voluntary Bible work the 
most successful in years at that institution. Professor 
Jeremiah W. Jenks was engaged to speak to the stu- 
dents upon the message of the Bible to social and 
political questions, Robert E. Speer presented the 
topic ‘‘The Bible and the Church.’’ Other subjects 
taken by speakers were ‘‘The Bible and Education,’’ 
‘* The Relation of the Bible and Ethics,’’ and «‘ World- 
Wide Bible Study.’’ Opportunity was given at the 
close of the lectures for questions, and personal inter- 
views were held with the speakers by students after 
the conferences, 

A training class for teachers has become almost in- 
dispensable to the success of college Bible classes, 


-This class is usually held weekly and the teachers 


have the opportunity to get in advance a clear knowl- 
edge of the material they are to present, as well as 
being afforded a-chance for a free discussion of their 
experience in the last week’s class. 

The chief means of retaining interest in Bible classes 
has proved to be a teacher with regular Bible study 
habits, a teacher who knows and has enthusiasm for 
the Bible. The chief method to-make the Bible in- 
teresting is not a method, but a man. 

New York City. 





aetna ernst? 


ems DH AAs HraZa. 


Le 


— = 


Po a. >. 4 A os 


at: @.t.0 





sl ee ee ad 


ane a tN te te de ee nd» ree i 


a SS SS SOR CUS 





LESSON FOR JULY 2 (isa. 37 : 14-38) 


Workers’ Summer Schools 


FIRST announcement of summer schools for 
Sunday-school workers, filling a full page, ap- 
peared in The Sunday School Times of May 27. 


Alberta 

Summer Schools of Methods for Sunday-school 
Workers, at Birch Lake, July 9-14 ; at Cooking Lake, 
July 16-21 ; at Buffalo Lake, July 23-28 ; at Sylvan 


Lake, July y o to August 6; at Biairmore, August 8- 
13 ; at Banff, August 15-24. H. F. Kenny, 19 Mackie © 
Block, Calgary, Canada. 

Colorado 


The Third Annual Western Bible Conference, at 
Boulder, July 16-23. F. A. Beggess, Boulder, Col. 


Kansas 

Epworth League Institute, at Baldwin, July 3-9. 
Young: people's work. Professor H. K. Ebnight, 
Baldwin, Kan. 


Maine 

Summer School of Methods for Sunday-school 
Workers, at Ocean Park, July 24-31. H. E. Lufkin, 
536 Congress Street, Portland, Me. 


New Hampshire 

Summer Institute, at Isle of Shoals, July 17-21. 
Fer Sunday-school workers. William I. Lawrance, 
25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


New Jersey 

’ Summer Institute for Christian Workers, under the 
Auspices of the Epworth League, at Pennington Sem- 
inary, Pennington, July 17-21, The Rev. ThomasS. 
Brock, Lambertville, N. J. 


Ontario 

_Suriday-school Conference of the Young People's 
Missionary Movement, at Whitby, July 3-10; at 
Woodstock, July 17-24. H.C. Priest, Confederation 
Life Chambers, Toronto. 


Pennsylvania 
Bible School under the auspices of the United 


. Presbyterian Presbytery of Philadelphia, at Delaware 


Water Gap, July 11-16. The Rev. George C. Vincent, 
6622 Woodland Avenue, Philadelphia. 


Quebec 

Summer School of Methods for Sunday-school 
Workers, at Knowlton, July 31 to August 6. The 
Rev. Edgar ‘’. Capel, 205 Mansfield Street, Mon- 
treal, Quebec. 

Sunday-school Conference of the Young People's 
Missionary Movement, at Knowlton, July 12-19. 
H. C. Priest, Confederation Life Chambers, Toronto. 


Rhode Island 

Tenth Annual Summer School for Sunday-school 
Workers, at East Greenwich, July 15-22. 
Wilson, General Secretary of the Rhode Island -Sun- 
day School Association, 403 Butler Exchange, Provi- 
dence, R. I. 


Tennessee 

Monteagle Sunday-school Assembly, at Monteagle, 
July 4 to August 29; Bible Institute, August 13-20, 
Allen G. Hall,- Vanderbilt University Law Depart- 
ment, Nashville, Tenn. 

The Eleventh Annual Mountain Workers’ Confer- 
ence and Bible School, at Maryville, June 20-27. 
Hubert S. Lyle, Maryville, Tenn. 

Summer School of the South, at University of Ten- 
nessee, Knoxville, June 20 to July 28. Christian 
workers. P, P, Claxton, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Presbyterian Young People’s Summer Conference, 
at Lebanon, July 20-26. The Rev. Willis L. Gelston, 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 

United Study of Missions Assembly, at Monteagle, 
July 12-20, Mrs. Henry W. Peabody, Beverly, Mass. 


Texas 


Presbyterian Summer School for Sunday-school 
methods and young people's work, at Kerrville, July 
27 to August 3. A. L. Phillips, P. O. Box 883, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

The Sutherland Springs Baptist Encampment, at 


Sutherland Springs, July 4-14. C. H. Forgason, 
Stockdale, Texas. 


Virginia 
Virginia Baptist Summer Encampment, at Virginia 


Beach, July 10-16. Christian workers. The Rev. 
Joseph T. Watts, 1013 East Main St., Richmond, Va. 
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Washington 

Northwest General Conference, under the auspices 
of the Young Women’s Christian Association, at The 
Breakers, June 23 to July 3. Miss Louise M. Brooks, 
125 East 27th Street, New York City. 


West Virginia 

School of Methods: for Sunday-school Workers, at 
West Virginia University, Morgantown, July 17-21. 
President D. B. Purinton, Morgantown, W. Va. 


Wisconsin 


The Fifteenth Annual Summer: Assembly of the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society, at Milwaukee, July 7-13. 
Miss Jeannette Miriam Goldberg, Broad and Jefferson 
Streets, Philadelphia. 


Summer School of: Methods for Sunday-school 
Workers, at Lake Geneva, August 4-14. C. B. Hall, 
862: Hartford Building, Chicago. ~ 


Central City Conference, under the auspices of re 
Young: Women’s Christian Association, at Lake Ge- 
neva, August 15-25. Miss Louise W. Brooks, 125 
East 27th Street, New York City. 


Central Student Conference, under the auspices of 
the Young Women’s Christian Association, at Lake 
Geneva, August 26 to September 4. Miss Louise W. 
Brooks. 


Sunday-school Conference of the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement, at Lake Geneva, July 21-30. 
J. E. Crowther, 57 Washington Street, Chicago. 


Lake Geneva Student Conference of Young Men's 
Christian Associations, at Williams Bay, June 16-25. 
T. B. Penfield, 124 East 28th Street, New York City. 


jae 
The Outdoor Sunday-School 


By Jeannette M. Dougherty 


" ANS that swell?'’ exclaimed a tanned, freck- 
led boy gazing with admiration at the in- 
viting benches under the flowering plum- 

trees of a bungalow home in the San Gabriel valley. 

‘«It's the outdoor Sunday-school I spoke of, Ray- 
mond,’’ said Miss White, the daughter of the house, 
as she took the parcel he brought. 

«* Well, what do you think of that ?’’ the boy went 
on, unable to take his eyes from the attractive spot, 
It was Saturday afternoon, and all was in readiness 
for the Sabbath. 

It was a festive scene. Under the fragrant trees 
were low seats made of boards covered with bright 
rugs and gay cushions. A box with a pretty spread 
served for table. On it lay interesting materials for 
study and work, home-made cards, hearts, shields, 
birds with outspread wings, all cut from white paper. 
Verses were written on the cards. There was a pack- 
age of tinted paper for genetic construction work, 
wonderful things to make in the ten minutes of hand- 
work at the close of Sunday-school. Against the tree 
stood a guitar. 

‘‘Ain’t it swell, though,’’ was the boy’s enthusi- 
astic comment. ‘‘B' lieve them little children havea 
lot of fun,’’ turning to Miss White. 

‘« Indeed they do have a good time,'’ was the eager 
reply. ‘All the. benches are filled. The children 
never miss a Sunday. During the week the youngest 
often ask of mornings if this is Sunday-school day. 
Some of the girls bring their dolls, but they must 
learn a verse for the doll to have it marked pres- 
ent."’ 

‘* Now what do you know about that?’’ and the 
smiling lips broke into a peal of laughter. 

‘*Let me show you our reports,’’ urged the young 
woman, Leaving the doorstep, she took from the 
table a small green book, saying, ‘‘Our little secre- 
tary is only ten, but you can see how well he writes. 
The treasurer is eight. His book shows the pennies 
received each Sunday.’' She handed Raymond the 
mite box. 

‘*You don’t mean you got all that?’’ he asked in 
surprise, testing the weight of the square box. ‘‘That's 
pretty good !’’ 

‘* Nearly five dollars for missions,’’ was the glad 
response. 

‘* Ain't it swell though !’’ emotion repeating the one 
favorite expression. 

‘You see, Raymond,’’ explained the lover of chil- 
dren, ‘‘ there was no Sunday-school here, so I said to 
a little girl who had moved into a new house across the 
street, ‘Would you like to go to Sunday-school ?’ 
‘Oh,’ she answered, ‘I would be so happy if I could 
go to Sunday-school.’. A few days later another new 
house was occupied, and children played.in the yard. 


.of prominence ‘in any home. 


289. 
I asked the question of.a bey there. ‘I'll come,’ he 
cried, ‘and I'll bring my brother,’ ’’ 

The teacher hesitated ; the listener waiting in rapt 
attention. ‘*O Raymond,"’ broke in thrilling. tones, 
‘*It's the bringing the brother that counts !"" She 
could not refrain from telling of that sunny morning 
in Galilee when the first disciple brought his own 
brother to Jesus. ‘‘Out here in the sunshine,’ she 
continued, ‘‘with the birds and flowers around -us, 
and looking up to the mountains, Jesus seems very 
close to us, and we read the stories he used-te tell-on 


the hillsides above Capernaum. 


‘*B lieve I'll come,'’ softly said the boy.as he re- 
luctantly left the shaded spot. 


ALHAMBRA, CAL. 


For Utilizing Your Waste Material 


Gathering from those who have excess 
Supplying those who have need 


HESE two lines express the plan of the Depart- 
ment for Utilizing Waste Material now being 
developed by the World’s Sunday School Asso- 

ciation. The department is just two years old and 
over one thousand American Sunday-schools or indi- 
viduals have been placed-in touch with some foreign 
missionary of their own denomination that they may 
send regularly such things as we discard here after a 
single using, and which will often be more service- 
able abroad than for the purpose for which they were 
first purchased. As the material has already been 
paid for, the only cost is that of postage, which is 
eight cents a pound, or less if the papers are sent 
to the Philippines. 

There is a demand in every foreign mission station 
for the large Sunday-school lesson picture rolls and 
for the small lesson picture cards, In many fields 
pictures of any good kind are of value, The Bible 
pictures are used for the same purpose as in our 
American schools. Then the large pictures are help- 
ful in church and evangelistic preaching. Often a 
group of natives can be seen at some street corner or 
plaza grouped about the bright-colored picture, while 
a missionary or native preacher is telling the story 
indicated. Most of the homes are without pictures of 
any kind and these Bible pictures are given the place 
The gift of one is a 
prize indeed for any one who has committed large 
portions of the Scripture. The small lesson picture 
cards are sought for by old and young. The word 
comes from Burma that often a Bible can be sold if 
such a card is given, when otherwise the sale would 
not have been effected. 

Illustrated papers in English are desired where 
English is spoken by the natives. This is true in all 
parts of the Philippines and in many sections of 
Korea, Japan, China, and India. From many places 
there is a call for our special musical leaflets for Chil- 
dren's Day, Easter, Christmas, and Rally Day. 
Teachers are asking for suitable stories to be given to 
their scholars or translated for them. Such papers as 
Forward, Classmate, The Youth’s Companion, and 
The Sunday School Times are named in particular. 
Evangelists can make the best use of Peloubet and 
Tarbell's lesson exposition. All, the good monthly 
magazines are of value. By removing the adver- 
tising, the postage is reduced to about three cents. 

A plan has been devised by Miss Edith Marchant, 
of Camden, N. J., for the utilizing of the many post- 
cards that are in every home. By concealing the 
writing surfaces the rate on these is only one cent for 
two ounces. The novel method is explained in the 
leafletsissued by this department. It also shows how 
an effective missionary Sunday-school social can be 
held. The plan is simple and any one can follow the 
directions with success. 

Frequently missionaries ask for larger things. Just 
now two have expressed an earnest desire for an organ. 
The organs have been obtained and will be sent to 
their destinations as soon as the money is given for 
freight charges. One will go toa missionary of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States 
located in India, and the other to a worker of the 
Southern Methodist Episcopal Church in Cuba. About 
forty requests for pictures are now on file from the 
China Inland missionaries, waiting for some interde- 
nominational lovers of missions to honor. 

Every one can assist in this work. A leaflet has 
been prepared, giving full details, to be had from the 
Superintendent of the Department for Utilizing Waste 
Material, the Rev. Samuel D. Price, 805 Hartford 
Building, Chicago, Ill. When you ask for the leaflet 
be sure to name your denomination or ask for the 
name of a worker in the China inland Mission. 
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LESSON 1. JULY 2. 


Isaiah 37 : 14-38. Commit verses 33-35 


ISAIAH’S PROPHECY CONCERNING SENNACHERIB 


Golden Text: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.—Psalm 46 : 1 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


BOUT tbisty-nine years ago a young New England man 
started in to break up the business of a certain class 
of men who were making money by destroying char- 

acter, particularly the character of boys and girls. He was 
successful; so successful that he became one of the worst- 
hated men in America, —hated by evil-doers, that is. And 
they started in to get rid of him. They sent him an ‘‘in- 
fernal machine,’ loaded with broken glass, acid, and gun- 
wder ; it reached him, but failed to go off. ‘They sent 
im small-pox scabs ; he was promptly vaccinated, and es- 
caped, ‘They planned to murder him by night; one of the 
very gang who were to do this notified him in advance and 
enabled him to thwart the plot. Finally a criminal and would- 
be murderer slashed open the face of this man who was 
such an obstacle to crime, severing five arteries; but the 
arteries were sewed together, and their owner went stead- 
ily on in his life-work, bearing a deep scar but otherwise 
none the worse for his adventure, . ‘To-day, at sixty-seven 
peers of age, he is still hard at it, with a physical frame and 
ealth and faith that make him,a formidable opponent to 
tackle. Perhaps you know his name: Anthony Comstock. 
Do you wonder that his favorite text is: Vo weapon that is 
formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that 
shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn, 
This ts the heritage of the servants of Jehovah, (The Sun- 
day School Times of April 22, 1911, gave these incidents of 
Mr. Comstock’s life.) 

Do you think it has been just a series of coincidences 
that this man, who gave his life completely and trustingly 
inte the keeping of his heavenly Father many years ago, 
has been delivered over and over again from threatened 
death ? Or is there another reason for it ? 

Who spoke the words of Mr. Comstock’s favorite text? 
The very man whose story is before us to-day (Isa. 54 : 17). 


The, Teaching of the Lesson 


Tue DESPERATE SITUATION (36; 37: 8-13).—Inescap- 
able disaster confronted the people of Judah — so 
‘“every one” said, and so it seemed. . To get the sit- 


uation clearly in mind, all of chapter 36 must be read,” 


and 37 up to the point where our lesson commences. 
Tell the class exactly how matters stood, being sure 
to bring in that very human touch in 36: 11-13, and 
what followed. Judah was cornered, there was no 
doubt about it. Interesting material on the over- 
whelming power of Assyria and Sennacherib is found 
in Professor Nicol’s article.on page 287 in this issue. 
he historical situation leading up to this point is 
made plain in Mr. Ross’ first 2 paragraphs, and Presi- 
dent Senders’ first 6 paragraphs. The meaning of 
Assyria’s boasts is explained in Professor Beecher’s 
comments on vs. 23-25; and that Lebanon reference 
is shown to be strikingly confirmed by archeology, in 
Dr. Mackie’s 3d paragraph. That a terrific, impene- 
trable blackness had settled down over Judah is 
shownin Mr, Ross’ 3d and 4th paragraphs. It did 
seem as though any man would be a fool to think 
there could be a way out, But remember what Mr. 
Ross says: /¢ is at the eleventh hour that faith’s 
true testing comes. 

Gop-FEaRING KING (37: 1-4, 14-20).—What is the 
very first thing to do in a situation of this sort? 
Trust Ged, and tell him that we do, And that is 
what Hezekiah did; waveringly at first, but with in- 


creasing faith as the situationcontinued, His mono- - 


theism was equal to our own, says Professor Beecher 
on vs. 16-17. A visit to the '* Pool of Hezekiah” and 
the actual scene of this exciting history can be made 
with the class, by the use of the Underwood stereo- 
graph and ** Visiting the Lesson Scenes" (on page 292 
in this issue), What did Sennacherib seem to think 
of Hezekiah’s chances? Have some one in the class 
read the Taylor cylinder inscription aloud (Miss Lov- 
ett’s 1st paragraph). Hezekiah’s prayer (14-20) is 
wonderful and beautiful. Practise reading it aloud 
uniil you can give it with its full meaning and right 
emphases to the class, 

A Gop-HEarInG PROPHET (37: 5-7, 21-35).—It takes 
long practise and costly training to hear all that God 
says tous. But Isaiah had had much of such practise 
—as any one can whowill. He believed, as Mr. Ridg- 
way does in his rst paragraph, that God’s word s/ands. 
Several good illustrations of Isaiah's complete 
trust in God are given in the Round-Table (1-4). 
Isaiah knew what was at stake (see Miss Lovett’s 5th 
paragraph), and therefore he £mew what God would 
do. He didn’t hope; he mew. Can we have a faith 
which is knowledge? Why not? Why Isaiah was 
sure of protection is suggested also in Dr. Sanders’ 
13th paragraph. 

A Dereatep ENeEmy (37 : 36-38).—When the end 
came, it came suddenly and completely. The Bible 


Read Isaiah 36 and 37 


ar Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, 
Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Whereas thou hast 
prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, 22 this is 
the word which Jehovah hath spoken concerning him: ‘The 
virgin daughter of Zion hath despised thee and laughed thee 
to Scorn ; daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head ' at 
thee. 23 Whom hast thou defied and blasphemed?. and 
against whom hast thou exalted thy voice and lifted up thine 
eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel. 24 By 
thy servants hast thou defied the Lord, and hast said, Wit 
the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of 
the mountains, to the innermost parts of Lebanon ; and I will 
cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice ? fir-trees 
thereof ; and I will enter into its farthest height, the forest of 
its fruitful field ; 25 I have digged and drunk water, and with 
the sole of my feet will I dry up all the rivers of § Egypt. 

26 Hast thou not heard how I have done it long ago, and 
formed it of ancient times? now have ‘I brought it to pass, 
that it should be thine to lay waste fortified cities into ruinous 
heaps. 27 ‘lherefore their inhabitants were of small pewer, 
they were dismayed and confounded ; they were as the grass 
of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the house- 
tops, and as ‘a field of grain before it is grown up. 28 But! 
know thy sitting down, and thy going out, and thy coming in, 
and thy raging against me. 29 Because of thy raging against 
me, and because 5 thine arrogancy is come up into mine ears, 
therefore will | put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy 
lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou 
camest. 

3° And this shall be the sign unto thee: ye shall eat this 
year that which groweth of itself, and in the second year that 
which springeth of the same ; and in the third year sow ye, 
and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof. 31 
And ° the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall 
agnin take root downward, and bear fruit upward. 32 For out 
of Jezusalem shall go forth a remnant, and out of meunt Zion 
they that shall escape. 
form this. 

33 ‘Therefore thus saith Jehovah concerning the king of As- 
syria, He shall not come unto this city, nor shoot an arrow 
there, neither shall he come before it with shield, nor cast up 
a mound against it. 34 By the way that he came, by the same 
shall he return, and he shall not come unto this city, saith Je- 
hovah. 35 For | will defend this city to save it, for mine own 
sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

36 And the angel of Jehovah went forth, and smote in the 
camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thou- 
sand ; and when men arose early in the morning, behold, these 
were all dead bodies. 

1 Heb. after. *%Or, cypress-trees %Or, defence 
4In 2K. 19. 26, grain blasted. 5 Or, thy careiess ease 
escaped of the house 6f Judah that remain. 


The American Revision co right, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 21.—What knowledge could Isaiah have had of 
Hezekiah’s prayer ? (Beecher. ) 

Verse 22.—What was the meaning of the reference to 
‘*the virgin daughter of Zion’’ and ‘*the daughter of 
Jerusalem ”’ ? (Beecher.) 

Verse 24.—To what did ‘‘ the innermost parts of Leba- 
non’? refer? (Beecher; Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 25.—Why this reference to Egypt? (Beecher; 
Sanders, 4.) 

Verse 26,—What is referred to by ‘*have done it long 
ago, and formed it of ancient times ’’ ? (Beecher. ) 

Verse 30.—What was the significance of this prophecy? 
(Beecher.) 

Verses 31, 32.—Did this refer to the coming of Christ? 
(Beecher. ) 

Verse 36.—Have we any further knowledge as to how 


The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will per- 


Heb. Mazor. 
6 Heb. the 








this slaughter was accomplished? (Beecher; Ross, 5; 
Sanders, 11.) 
telling of it is very simple and brief. God took the 


matter into his own hands, and reduced the Assyrian 
army by 185,000 men. Suggestive comments on how 
he may have done this are given by Professor Beecher 
on verse 36, in Mr. Ross’ 5th rey yee in Dr. San- 
ders’ 11th paragraph. But the detail of ow God did 
it is much less important than the fact ##az God did it. 
And God has wrought similar deliverances for his 
trusting children many, manytimes. Two instances 
are given, by Mr. Pierson and Mr. Howard. 

And that is the God whom we have to-day as our 
Heavenly Father. Uave we realized it? Have we 
let it grip us, master us, flood our being, determine 
our life, our every thought and word and act? In 
Christ this wonderful Jehovah-God dwells in us; he 
is our life; his loving omnipotence plans and cares for 
our every moment.. Do wespread our very need be- 
fore him in prayer, as Hezekiah did that frightening 
letter! Have we Isaiah’s colossal, superb faith—we 
who know Christ as he did not? Do we think wesee 
obstecles ahead of us ?—why, if we'll rise up early in 
the morning, every morning, to keep our Morning 
Watch with this Father and Saviour, we shall find 
our obstacles strewn impotently before us as "all 
dead bodies"! 








The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


ARALLEL Accounts.—Isaiah 36-39 is duplicated 
with very slight changes in 2 Kings : 13 to 
20: 21... The account is summarized and sup- 
plemented in 2 Chronicles 32. Sennacherib’s records 
of the affair are very full. For the sake.of concrete- 
ness, suppose Isaiah 36-39 to have been written when 
the news of the death of Sennacherib reached Pales- 
tine, fourteen years after the death of Hezekiah 
(2 Kings 19: 37; Isa. 37 : 38; 2 Chron. 32: 21). The 
events were then fresh in memory, and the writer 
ssessed authentic sayings of Isaiah and Hezekiah, 
including certain little poems whieh he has copied 
into his account (Isa. 37: 6-7, 22-29; 38: 10-20), - 
Time.—Sennacherib dates his invasion 7o1 B, C. 
This was the twenty-third year of Hezekiah. A date 
given in the Bible is the fourteenth year of Hezekiah 
(Isa. 36: 1; 2 Kings 18:13). If both dates are cor- 
rect there were two invasions, the Bible barely men- 
— the first’as preliminary to its account of the 
second. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verses 16-17.—God ... alone, of allthe kingdoms: 
Hezekiah’s monotheism is perfectly mature. To him 
Israel's God is the universal and only God. 

Verse 21.—J/saiah... sent unto Hezekiah: There 
is no need at this point of attributing superhuman 
knowledge to Isaiah. He was one of the king’s con- . 
fidential advisers, and naturally they would know of 
the letter and the king’s prayer. 

Verses 224-29 are metrical in the Hebrew, and 
should be printed in lines in the translation. 

Verse 22.— The virgin daughter of Zion: Jerusa- 
lem personified as a girl. The Assyrian has insulted 
her, but she scorns and defies him. ‘To her he is 
merely an insignificant item in the plan of Jehovah. 

Verses 23-25.—She counts him an empty braggart. 
—The innermost parts of Lebanon: In our modern 
language, the choicest forest reserves. Literally the 
Assyrian kings often boast of their cutting timber in 
Lebanon ; as a figure of speech they were hewing 
down whatever was strongest and stateliest amon 
the opposing nations.—/ have dig ged: ‘They boast 
that deserts could not stop them ; they had scientific 
‘ways of obtaining water.— 4// the Nile-channels of 
Egypi: They boast that they can cut off even the 
most abundant water supplies. Here may be also an 
allusion to the fact that Hezekiah expected support 
from Egypt. 

Verses 26-29.—Jehovah’s reply to the braggart:— - 
Formed it of ancient times; Jehovah declares that 
he has been working in human history from the 
earliest times.—Now have I brought it to pass: 
The power of the Assyrian to do the things of which 
he brags is simply an item in Jehovah’s plan, and is 
under his control.—/ wil? put my hook in thy nose: 
As Jehovah has given*him power, so Jehovah will 
limit ‘his power, dealing with him as men deal with 
animals which they subjugate and use. 

Verses 30-32.—7ke sign; Signifying that Jehovah 
is faithful to his promise.— 7Ais year... the second 
year... the third year: Agriculture will not be 
fully resumed till the third year. That is, the deliv- 
erance from the invader will be gradual, not sudden 
and startling.—7he remnant: Judah was reduced to 
a mere remnant. Sennacherib had to leave the coun- 
Ps without carrying out his purpose to deport the 
whole population (see Isa. 36% 16-17), but up to this 
limit he was successful.—Shal/ again take root, etc. : 
This promise was fulfilled in the slow recuperation 
under Hezekiah and his successors, but it may also 
be counted as an item in the great promise that is 
fulfilled in the historical Christ and aera 

Verse 36.—7he angel... went forth: Went forth 
‘that night” (2 Kings 19 : 35), not the night after this 
prophecy was uttered, but the night when Jehovah 
executed sentence on Sennacherib.. Sennacherib 
says that he was victorious in Judah, and that when 
he left, Hezekiah sent tribute after him, but that 
does not change the fact that he left, never to return. 
He went home to fight Babylonia. That was Jeho- 
vah’s hook in his nose, when he was made to “* hear 
tidings” (Isa. 37 : 29, 7). The next year news came 
to Judah that Sennacherib had captured Babylon ; 
and two years later, that he was still victorious in 
Babylonia and Elam. ‘The year next following, the 
news which reached Judah was sensational. Senna- 
cherib with a mighty army had been caught in the 
mountains in a disastrous storm—cold and rain and 
snow and freshets—and compelled to return to Nin- 
eveh. Possibly that was the night when the 185,000 
perished. If not, we have no extrabiblical informa- 
tion concerning it. 


Ausurn, N, Y. 


1L.ESSON FOR JULY 2 (Isa. 37 : 14-38) 


The Vindication of Faith 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


T IS forty years since the ‘“‘ year that King Uzziah 
died”; when the young Isaiah, standing in the 
courts of the Lord’s house, beheld his memorable 

vision of God as infinitely exalted in righteousness, 
and as ready with pardoning and summoning grace : 
since he saw, too, how that combination of features 
of the divine character must work out to the drastic 
chastisement and pruning of Israel, while it meant 
that the divine redeeming purposes would not be 
thwarted, and a responsive remnant would always 
survive in Zion to carry on «he divine design. These 
two considerations—that his a were ripe for 
severe judgment, and yet that God would never quite 
cut off Israel—shaped the counsel which again and 
again in the nervous years that followed Isaiah gave 
as statesman-prophet to the kings. 

As the’conquests of Assyria ee and the dark- 
ness of her cloud began to spread over the horizon of 
Israel’s sky, Israel seems to have become convinced 
that Assyria was to be the instrument of the Lord’s 
judgment of his people. Her advance was slow and 
intermittent, however, and might for a time be tle- 
layed. In the time of King Ahaz, when Damascus 
and Israel were confederate against Judah, Isaiah 
had urged upon the king of Judah the policy of quiet 
waiting upon God (Isa. 7): a quiet waiting which 
should at once be submission to the divine judgment 
and trust in the divine redeeming grace. Alas! the 
foolish Ahaz had rejected the counsel, and to rid him- 
self of foes whose powers he unnecessarily feared, he 
had actually appealed to the Assyrian emperor for 
help,-thus inviting and hastening the ‘overflowing 
scourge,” and ‘‘ mortgaging the future of Israel.” 
For a time Isaiah, utterly disappointed, had with- 
drawn from public life ; yet when later he saw King 
Hezekiah weakly depending on the insecure help 
of an alliance with Egypt, he uttered some of his 
strongest.and most scathing protests. Neither in 
alliance with Egypt, nor in multiplying religious ser- 
vices without sincerity, could security be obtained : 
but only in the patience of a submissive trust. 

It is however inthe siege of Jerusalem by the forces 
of Sennacherib that was given the supreme oppor- 
tunity for testing Isaiah's faith and convictions. And 
nobly they stood the test: and most marvelously 
were they vindicated by the action of God. Our 
lesson cuts into the story at the point at which the 
hour of Zion’s most desperate need had arrived. The 
Assyrians were thronging around Jerusalem in .amnyr- 
iads, filling the valleys with chariots and men. -With 
pillage and fire they had devastated the villageés‘and 
towns beyond: now the ‘‘ scourge” had *‘ overflowed” 
to the very gates of Zion. Bought off once by costly 
tribute, tie horde had swept back again : forthe As- 
syrians knew no honor, and their cruelty was blatant 
and undisguised. 

Within the city, there was the helplessness that 
comes of moral enervation and of political vacilla- 
tion. The. silence of the people under the taunts 
of the Rabshakeh, and the fact that the king did 
not quite despair of the state, are, apart from 
Isaiah’s magnificent faith, the only brightness in 
the whole picture of gloom. How was Isaiah 
placed? The one conviction—of the punitive right- 
eousness of Jehovah—was in process of, being only 
too sadly justified before his eves ; the ‘' dogs of the 
Lord’’—the chastening enemy—were at the gates ; 
and the country was desolate, the cities burned with 
fire: the land, strangers were devouring it, and the 
daughter of Zion was left as a cottage in a vineyard, 
as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers. It was the 
eleventh hour. But what of the other conviction ? 
Where was the grace of God, where his faithfulness 
to his saving design forIsrael? J? zs at the eleventh 
hour that faith's true testing comes. When Israel 
heard of the king’s prayer (it may be that the very 
sincerity of the prayer was a sacrament to the 
prophet that God still had his own in Israel), he re- 
plied inthe splendid taunt-song of our lesson. Some- 
how, and not by human instrumentality, God would 
save Israel even at the last moment. 

And it was so. The fact is attested by history 
sacred and secular alike, that suddenly, apparently 
because of plague, the army of Sennacherib melted 
away in a night. In a little while not an Assyrian 
was found in the land: and the earth was tilled and 
the harvests reaped in peace. The lord had deliv- 
ered Zion. 

It is impossible to exaggerate the significance of 
this event in the religious history of Judah. It was 
a dramatization of history for the purpose of edu- 
cating the conscience, and making inexcusable the 
lapses of God’s people. ‘* What could have been 
done,” the patient God might well ask ‘*‘ more to my 
vineyard, that I have not doneinit?” Isaiah’s warn- 
ings were permitted by a directing Providence to re- 
ceive singularly literal fulfilment, and a crisis of trial 
permitted to arise, in which for very fear no single 
conscience in Jerusalem could remain torpid: and then 
suddenly, as by a veritable miracle, the word of the 
prophet as to the removing of the danger is fulfilled. 

It amounts to this: that of the words spoken by 
the mouth of his prophet, God was writing the coun- 
terpart across the face of the country in its current 
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history. It is by this co-operation of inner word and 
outer Providence that God makes men still to be 
without excuse ; and if our own ears are not heavy 
nor our eyes ‘‘smeared” (Isa. 6: 10) we still may 
see this process of divine discipline going on in our 
own individual lives, 

Bryn Mawr, Pa. 


* 
Oriental Lesson-Lights . 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


EZEKIAH ... spread tt before Jehovah (v. 14). 
In the East the informal presenting of.a petition 
to the chief governor, the appeal to his personal 
feelings and religious sentiment, is a means of influ- 
ence that sometimes succeeds when other attempts 
fail. At the hour when the Turkish governor of the 
town is expected to issue from his house to drive down 
to the office of administration, a poor woman may be 
seen standing near the waiting carriage with a written 
petition in her hand. The hostlers and driver are in 
sympathy with her, and faith and courtesy require 
that the paper be unfolded and etapa open so as 
to save the magistrate all trouble, and express the 
hope that he willread it at once. She is a widow, and 
he also has children to whom his death would meana 
grees difference, and as an Oriental he cannot help 
ing religious. He does not care for her personally 
nor for her case, but behind her he sees and fears the 
widow's God. As the postilion draws up the reins 
and the wheels begin to move he accepts the bs 
paper with a bow and is seen to be reading it. ‘The 
strength of such a request does not lie in its merits and 
asa matter of justice, but in the name that is used in 
presenting it, that of an influential social friend that 
cannot be dishonored, or the friend of the friendless 
that cannot prudently be disregarded. 

And have cast their gods into the fire (v.19). It 
was the crowning proof of subjection, as each god was 
regarded as the assigner and ew of the area 
within which he was worshiped. 

To the innermost parts of Lebanon (v. 24). Atthe 
Dog River a few miles to the north of Beyrout there 
are rock-cut inscriptions that mark the safe passage 
of Egyptian and Assyrian armies beyond a narrow 
defile where a small body of men might check the 
progress of a large force. One of. these large slabs 
with cuneiform letters still distinct is attributed to 
Sennacherib, It contains a relief figure of an Assy- 
rian warrior, and from year to year, in the hollow of 
the stony fist holding the rod of a shepherd king, there 
springs up a tuft of tender green grass as if the daugh- 
ter of Zion were still laughing him to scorn, 


~ 
Prayer That Counts 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


| ae are many remarkable preservations in 
missionary history that attest God’s readiness 

to answer prayer and his ability to care for his 
people. One of these, which is similar in many re- 
spects to the experience of Hezekiah with Sennach- 
erib, is told by Dr. Alonzo Bunker, for many years a 
missionary to the Karens of Burma. A company of 
fierce Breecks made a raid on a Christian village and 
carried off some captives, saying: ‘‘ Now we will see 
if the God of these Christians is as powerful as they 
claim. If he cannot deliver these captives, then we 
will go and take more.” Dr, Bunker and the Karen 
Christians heard their threat and took it to God in 
earnest prayer. Then hesent to the Breecks his 
‘* ultimatum” saying—* Deliver those captives or we 
will turn the matter over into the hands of our God 
and he will deal with you. Oneof the Karen preach- 
ers was sent with fourteen other Christians to go un- 
armed for the captives. When they reached the 
Breeck village they stopped, took out their hymn- 
books and sang. ‘Then the preacher read a portion of 
Scripture and offered prayer to God. The villagers 
were astounded, and with very little parley brougbt 
out the captive Christians and said to the company, 
‘Take them and be gone.” It was afterward 
learned that the brother and the wife of the chief had 
been filled with fear and had so strongly urged the 
return of the captives that the chief at last consented. 

Sennacherib and his, host depended on heathen 
deities and on the strength of their armies to win their 
conquests. Heathen rulers and religious leaders are 
not the only ones who make the same mistake to-day. 
In Christian lands godless leaders still defy God and 
his church; they boast of their ability to accomplish 
their plans by the might of armies, of politics, of com- 
merce, of money, of science. Even in the church 
leaders are tempted to depend on the power of money, 
of organization, of wordly wisdom, or numbers. 

The prayer that counts is prayer to the one true 
God; the prayer of faith, of submission to his will; 
the prayer that knows and feels the need as God 
knows and feels it; the prayer that is coupled with 
readiness to make any sacrifice and to co-operate in 
every way to accomplish the result for God’s glory. 

Brook yn, N., Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Just Listen !— 7hus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel 
(v. 21). The‘ crowd” just laugh when God speaks, 
—don't think God means what he says. Noah (1 
Peter 3: 20). The fellows training for Rip Van 
Winkledom (Prov. 23:21). What God says comes 
true. See your histories. Mark this: The word of 
God is just as sure in this world of his which he runs 
as is the word of Mr. Worth in that big steel world 
of his which he runs. If you don’t obey down the 
creek, what nagpens? The Proprietor said to his 
good foreman, Hezekiah, ‘‘ Don’t be afraid.” Then 
came the scare letter. Hezekiah just laid it before 
the Proprietor. The Proprietor did the rest. All the 
host of the Assyrians can never do a thing to the 
foreman who works for the Proprietor, Is it a little 
bread and butter business’ you have? All the As- 
syrians of commerce,—department stores and their 
bargain counters, mail order houses and their ‘* give 
away” prices, front door merchants and all their 
blandishments,—can do. nothing to the. Hezekiah 
who lays his affairs.before the Lord. And never you 
forget that (Deut. 31 : 6). 


On the Avenue.—Zven against the Holy One of 
Israel (v. 23). All you fellows know Reddy Conlan 
who works down in number thirteen? Well, Reddy 
is ‘‘ agin the firm,” and is the sourest and unhappiest 
steelmaker on the creek. Why don't the firm “fire” 
him?- For his father’s sake. Old John Conlan 
worked for the firm’s father and grandfather in the 
old days when the mill was small. ‘' Reddy's a 
fool!” Tobe sure. And so are you. Ina ‘‘mill” 
you cannot quit, aud opposing the ‘‘Firm” (Dan. 7 : 
25-27). When men get swollen with prosperity they 
have little use for God or God’s people. Tek off the 
fashionable people who dwell on Swell Avenue in 
your city. ow many lend their wealth and position 
**to the Holy One of Israel”? Why be surprised at 
what heart-break and tears and shame come from 
that street. When ‘‘Society” is against God do you 
wonder at what ‘‘ Society” brings forth. ‘Talk about 
the China Inland Mission! Let us have an Avenue 
Inland Mission. No news that comes from heathen- 
dom is any darker than the news that comes from 
Swelldom. (/. S.—I wrote the above a year ago. 
Last week at Atlantic City I met a young minister 
who is used by a great Presbyterian church in a large 
city as a missionary to ‘‘Swelldom.” He tells me 
the mission is a great success. The ‘‘ Heathen” are 
interested, and are being reached through the chil- 
dren. All meetings are ‘‘ Parlor Meetings.”” Maybe 
I'll tell you more later.—W. H. R.) 


Uncle Billy’s Bull.—Put my hook in thy nose 
(v. 29). This is what Uncle Billy Watson said to 
Snortin’ Jake, his big, bad, brindle bull. That is 
why Jake has that ugly iron ring in his nose by 
which the barn men maul and haul him around 
whether he wants to go or not. If Jake had not 
tried to destroy property and to hurt people, but had 
behaved himself as a gentleman cow should, his life 
in the pasture and up in the barn would be as happy 
as the rest of the herd, God often has to put hooks 
in the noses of men in order to ‘‘ swing them ”"—and 
save them (Psa. 119 : 67, 71; Jer. 31: 18, 19) The 
hook was the only thing that saved wicked Snortin’ 
= from the hammer and the sausage machine. 

ennacherib was ignominiously sent packing back to , 
Nineveh and his death because he defied and blas- 
pant the Holy One of Israel. He had not taken 

eaven into account. He was not the last man to 
‘* get the hook.” Forget God and defy heaven and 
the ‘‘ hook” is yours, 


Ben the “* Jiner.”.— When they arose early in the 
morning... they were all head corpses (Auth. Ver., 
v. 36), I like the ‘dead corpses” because it exact] 
describes a lot of fellow-citizens we all know. 
heard a man from Blankburg say, ‘‘ Blankburg needs 
nothing so bad as about six funerals.” The men re- 
ferred to have spent their lives against God and 
against everything good in that town. Never dried 
atear. Never relieved a distress. Never carried a 
basket. No love have they here and no life yonder. 
** Dea@ corpses,” that’s all. Said John Murray to 
me, ‘‘ Your man Springer is a live citizen.”” And 
here is Ben Springer for you: Belongs to every good 
thing in town. as joined all the good secret socie- 


ties. ‘*Cheap insurance,” says Ben; ‘* besides it 
encourages the fellows.” Member of [the Lenape 
Hose. ‘'Got no time for fire companies,” says Ben, 
** but men encourage the fellows and tone up 


the organization. School director. In the land com- 

any. A little stock in the local industries. Director 
in the bank. Teaches aclass in the Sunday-school. 
** Yes sirree,” I heard Ben Say, ‘‘expect to live and 
die right here in old Coatesville, and I want to be in 
everything in town that’s good. I’m not much of a 
fellow as the world goes, but I can help the fellow 
who happens to bump against me, mebbe.’”” What 
are you, ‘‘dead corpse” or “ live citizen” ? (x Tim. 
5:6.) 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 

‘“*My class consists of about thirty 
young people,—bank clerks, stenograph- 
ers, bookkeepers,”’ writes a $as mer- 
chant. “I have used the Underwood 
Travel System most of the past year 
with them, and I have found it very 
helpful in getting a thorough understand- 
ing of the lessons. I believe it assists 
materially to make the events of the Bible 
story real to us, and such is the unani- 
mous opinion of my class.” 


* Forty-five different places will be visited dur- 
ing 1911 ; the forty-five stereographs cost $7. 

and if ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold- 
lettered case will be given free. ‘Thirteen places 
visited in 1910 are revisited in 1911, so 
persons owning the 1910 material need order 
only thirty-two new stereographs this year. ‘Ten 
Stereographs will be needed during the third 
quarter, cost $1.67; those who have the 1910 
material need order only eight for the quarter. 
The July lessons by themselves will use five, 
cost 83 cents. Less than four stereographs in 
one — 20 cents —_ ne 85 
cents. press or post: a rders 
should be sent to Fhe Sunday ! School ‘Times 
Co., 103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


NE OF the famous landmarks of Jeru- 
salem is associated by tradition with 
Hezekiah’s defense of the city against 

Sennacherib, Find on our map the number 
25 marking the point of a V in the Christian 
Quarter, near the western wallof the modern 
city, Jf you stand on a house-roof at that 
spot and look off northeast over the space in- 
cluded between the arms of the V, yousee 


MODERN JERUSALEM 





down in front of you, surrounded by build- 
ings, a big oblong reservoir of water, reflecting 
the gray house walls and the blue sky above. 
The buildings toward the right are pictur- 
esquely irregular, with balconies and project- 
ing latticed windows and flattened domes, and 
with tufts of green grass and weeds growing in 
crevices of the ancient stonework. The 
buildings toward the left are severely heavy, 
bare and plain. Behind them rise the domes 
and low tower of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, and smaller buildings—some of 
them houses in the Muhammadan Quarter— 
are crowded into the space beyond. In the 
distance, outside the city limits, the horizon 
line is marked by long, slanting ridges of 
hills, 

Archeologists differ in their opinions about 
the probable line of the city’s northern wall 
in Isaiah’s day, and they are not agreed that 
this old reservoir can date back twenty-six 
hundred years; but, if tradition is right in 
identifying it as a part of the waterworks 
that Hezekiah established (2 Kings 20 : 20), 
hereabouts were the extreme northwest 
limits of the town. In view of the probabil- 
ity that the Assyrians would besiege the city, 
it was of the utmost importance to increase 
the water-supplies inside the city wall. 

One of the chief forts was off behind us on 
practically the same site as the present 
Turkish citadel. ‘ (We saw that May 7 when 
studying the life of Uzziah). The ground 
which we now see occupied by the Church of 
the Sepulchre and other comparatively mod- 
ern buildings was in the time of Hezekiah 
and Isaiah outside the city proper. The 
houses and shops and narrow streets of 
Jerusalem were then nearly all south and 
southeast of here, that is, off at our right. It 
is easily possible that over on those hills, 
which we see now beyond the modern city, 
the smoke of the Assyrian enemy’s camp- 
fires may have risen, watched by anxious 
Jerusalem people looking from the house- 
roofs.as we look now. The Assyrians had 
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where relatives of many Jerusalem people had 
been murdered or taken captive, is less than 
forty miles away beyond the low hills that we 
see at the extreme left. 

How the people who looked off from here 
must have shivered with dread as they talked 
over the reports of Rabshakeh’s insolent and 
threatening message! It was.only too true 
that town after town had had to surrender. 
But imagine also the spiritual uplift and prac- 
tical inspiration that came to some of those 
same Jerusalem people (perhaps they used 
to see the sky reflected in this very 
when Isaiah’s noble reply was likewise 
reported and talked over. Isaiah had not 
attempted to deny that the Hebrews were 
suffering all sorts of ill fortune; but, fur from 
considering that any sign that the Lord 
was either weak or forgetful (Psalm 42: 10), 
the’ prophet*had boldly declared (Isaiah 37 : 
26, 27) that their suffering as well as their 
happiness came from the just God; that it 
had been only by God’s permission the 
Assyrians wére allowed temporary triumphs. 

To seé the place for yourself, use astereo- 
graph entitled ‘* The pool of Hezekiah and 
outlook N.E, past the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, Jerusalem.”’ 


a 
The Ilustration Round-Table 


LL readers are iavited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for atwo-cent 
Stamp. 

The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come out of the contributors’ 
personal experience. The preference will be 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point and effectiveness. 

The One Question.— God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble 
(Golden Text). One night, when all were 
quietly asleep, there arose a sudden squall of 
wind, which came sweeping over the waters 
wy it struck the vessel, and instantly threw 

eron one side, tumbling and crashing every- 
thing that was movable and awakening the 
igen, i to a-consciousness that they were 
in imminent peril.. Every one on board was 
alarmed and uneasy, and .some. sprang from 
their berths and began to dress, that they 
might be ready for the worst. Captain D. 
had a little girl on board just eight years old, 
who, of course, awoke with the rest. ‘* What’s 
the matter?’’, asked the frightened child. 
‘They told her that a squall had struck the 
ship. ‘*Is father on deck?’ she asked. 
** Yes, he is,’’ she was told, She dropped 
herself on her pillow again without a fear, 
and in.a few minutes was sleeping peacefully 
in spite of winds and waves.—AMary £. Wat- 
son, Hartford, Conn, From The Christian 
Herald, 


Facing the Precipice.— God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble 
(Golden Text), A little child was seen trudg- 
ing along the sidewalk with proud indepen- 
dence, beside its mother. They reached a 
curbstone. Baby paused in dismay, and 
gravely surveyed the mimic precipice. Then 
up went the tiny hand, without a spoken 
word or even an upward glance, in full as- 
surance of the mother-love, reaching down 
to clasp it and lend the sure, sweet help 
which was instantly given.—W. B. Allen, 
Boston, Mass. 


God’s Way of Ans -—Godis... 
a very present help(Golden Text), The little 
lad paused uncertainly in the doorway. 
** Mother,’’ he said in troubled tones, ‘it’s 
so far, and it’s a new road to me; I—I’m 
not ’zactly afraid, but—couldn’t you go a 
little way with me?’’ She caught the anx- 
iousness of the childish appeal, and said qui- 
etly, ‘* Mother’ll go @// the way with you, 
son.’’ And so, his little brown hand in 
mother’s, he walked the new way unafraid. 
— William J. Hart,Utica, N.Y. FromThe 
Christian Endeavor World. The prise for 
this week ts awarded to this illustration. 


When the Cloud Settles Down.— God ts 
our refuge and strength (Golden Text), An 
old colored woman once went to a Christian 
delegate at Vicksburg who was very ill with 
fever and much depressed in spirit, and said : 
**Massa, does yo’ see the bright side dis 
mornin’?’’ ‘*No, Nanny,’ said I, ** it isn’t 
so bright as I wish it.’’ ‘** Well, massa, I 
allus see Ge bright side.’’- ‘‘ You do,’’ said 


y-- 


-I; ** maybe you haven’t had‘ much trouble.’’ 





.| ravaged vast districts around here. Samaria, | ‘Maybe not,” she said; and then went on 


to tell me in her simple, broken way of her} 
life in Virginia, of the selling of her children 
one by one, of the auction sale of her hus- 
band, and then of herself. She was alone 
now in camp, without having heard from one 
of her-kindred for years. ‘* Maybe I ain’t 
seen no trouble, massa.’’ ‘* But, Nanny,” 
said I, ‘shave you seen the bright side 
all the time?’’ ‘*Allus, massa, allus.’’ 
** Well, how did you do it?’”’ - ** Dis is the 
way, massa, When I see de brack cloud 
comin’ over’’—and she waved her dark 
hand inside the tent, as though one might be 
settling down there—‘‘an’ ’pears like it’s 
comin’ crushin’ down on me, den I jist 
whips aroun’ on de oder side, an’ I find de 
Lord Jesus dar, and den it’s all bright and 
cl’ar. De bright side’s allus- where Jesus 
is.’—Zarl W. Gage, Jamestown, N. Y. 
From The Pittsburg Christian Advocate. 


God's Pictures.— God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble 
(Golden Text), Mr. A came to this 
little country town, and, opening aslaw office, 
spent his days in practise, his nights in study. 
He lived much by himself, and would answer 
no questions about his former life. His neigh- 
bor, a great artist, felt, ashe saw Mr. A 
walking with head down, in a listless atti- 
tude, a strong desire to know him, to under- 
stand him, to help him. Once in conversa- 
tion with the artist, Mr. A admitted 
that he had made a great mistake in his life 
and had lost courage. ‘The artist thought 
upon it, and, shutting himself into his studio, 
worked for months, putting the best of his 
talent upon the canvas before him, When 
the picture was finished, he pleased and as- 
tonished Mr. A by. calling him in to 
view the new picture. ‘* My masterpiece,’’ 
he said: ‘*I shall never paint a better one.’’ 
When the curtain was drawn aside Mr. 
A saw himself on the canvas, and yet 
not he, for the man in the picture faced the 
world straight, shoulders thrown back, head 
erect, ambition, desire, and hope in the atti- 
tude and expression, The artist waited 
breathlessly. At last Mr. A spoke. 
‘He thinks I am that? He sees that in 
me?” ‘*Ves,’? was the reply. ‘*Then,”’ 
said Mr. A——, **Z will be that,’’ and he 
left the studio with hope and confidence in 
every step. God paints the picture of your 
life and mine, and gives us frequent glimpses 
of what through him we may be, while he 
waits hard by for that answer: ‘‘ Yes, I will 
be that.’"—Z. Howlett, Wakefield, Mass. 
From ‘Living Teachers,’ by Margaret 
Slattery. 























From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A er Before the Lesson.—-Almighty 


God, our Heavenly Father, thou hast defended 
us from dangers seen and unseen, and we re- 
joice in the assurance of thy constant care. 
Enemies within attack ussharply. Sin lurks by 
the pathways of our thought to lay hold upon us. 
Enemies without seek to overcome us by every 
gateway to our souls. But thou art all-power- 
ful to break down the boasted strength of evil, 
and to guard us from all harm. Protect us, we 
beseech thee, from foes within and without, by 
the power of thy might, teaching. us to work 
without fear in the upbuilding of thy Kingdom. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—One day many years 
ago, a missionary’s wife and children were 
busy about their duties in their simple home 
in South Africa when a young girl dashed 
into the house to find refuge from a band of 
Kaffirs who had bought her as a slave. 

The father of that missionary family was 
away from home that day. The young mother 
must decide what to do. Presently the 
Kaffirs trooped up to the door of the house 
and demanded the frightened girl. The brave 
American mother stood right in the doorway, 
with one hand resting on the door-post while 
with the other hand she drew one of her 
children close to her. She refused to give 
up the girl who had taken refuge in her home. 
The Kaffirsthreatened. The missionary was 
firm. She told the savages that only over 
her own dead body could they ever reach that 
girl, ‘Then they withdrew a few paces and 
began to throw their spears at the door-post 
where the mother’s hand was resting. And 
that hand remained exactly where it was. 
The spears stood in the woodwork all around 
that white hand, but it never moved. And 
then the Kaffirs were silent, and gave up the 
attempt and went away. It was then as if 





the Lord had spoken, ashe did in the days of 
Sennacherib, ‘*‘ Iwill turn thee back by the 
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way by which thou camest.’? The God of 
Isaiah and.of the brave missionary is our 





— What does the Golden Text.tell us he 
is 2 
1 REFUGE 
GOD OUR strenctH 


WHOM SHALL WE FEAR? 











Yes, since we have a God who protects 
against all harm and who strengthens for 
every duty, we need have no fear. I am 
going to ask Miss — toread for us a few 
verses of Whittier’s poem, ‘*The Eternal 
Goodness.”’ 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Lesson. Hymns and Psalms 


. “In the hour of trial.” 
“ God is the refuge: of his saints."’ 
** Sweet hour of prayer."’ 
“* My faith looks up to Thee.”’ 
** Rock of Ages cleft for ine."’ 
“ Faith is the victory.” _ 
“I need Thee every hour."’ 
*O heip us Lord’; each hour of 
need.”* J 
(References in 
-> Psalm 
Psalm 27 : 
Psaltii 80 : 


rentheses are to the metrical 
k ** Bible Songs.”’) - 

1-4, (55 : T-4). 

1-4 (163 : 1-4). 

Psalm 83: 1-4, 11, 12 (168 : 1-4,11, 12.) 

Psalm : E-7 (155 : 1-7). 

Psalm 46 : 1-4, (96 : 1-4). 


7 j 
Lesson Home-Readings 
(Estoceed under the auspices of the Sunday-school 


torial Association, and approved by the Inter- ~ 
national Lesson Committee.) 


‘M.—Isaiah 37 : 14-38; 2 Kings 19 : 20-37; 2 


Chron. 32 : 20-23 . . . Isaiah's Prophecy 
Concerning Sennacherib. 

T.—2 Chron. 32: 1-8. . ** With us is the Lord 
our God to Help us.” 

W.—2 Chron. 32 : 9-19. ‘he Defiance of Sen- 
nacherib. 

T.—Isaiah 36 : 1-20. . . . Boastful Speech of 
the Rabshakeh. st 

,— 37 ;3-7.. Hezekiah Interceding with 


S.—Isaiah 37 : 
Rabshakeh 

S.—Isaiah 38 : 1-22 . 
Prayer. 


8-13. -. -. Final Warning of the 
1 ° God Hears Hezekiah’s 





Department Helps 








The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE to TEACHERS,—Study 2 Chroni- 
cles 32: 1-23, also Isaiah 37, and 
select for the lesson story only such 

incidents as shall emphasize Hezekiah’s 
devotion and trust in God as the only power 
able to save in atime of great danger. Refer 
to Isaiah as a secondary character. For 
children, Isaiah’s prophecy is less important 
than Hezekiah’s trustin the power of earnest 
prayer. 

Lesson Teaching.—God loves to hear and 
answer prayer. 

Approach.—Review the lesson of June 11, 
showing the picture of Hezekiah’s great 
Passover. Because he loved God he cleaned 
the temple, and planned a wonderful service 
of worship: music, singing and prayer. 
Messengers carried the invitation everywhere, 
and crowds came with gladness, and brought 
so many offerings that part of them were 
stored in rooms about the temple. Hezekiah 
prayed that God would pardon the sins of 
every one. ‘*God is ready to pardon, 
gracious and merciful,’? so he heard and 
answered Hezekiah’s prayer. Because he 
wished to honor God’s holy name, all the 
idols were destroyed, and their altars torn 
down, Sing: 

** Holy, holy, holy, Holy is the Lord 

Holy is His dear name, Holy is His 

word."° 

(Carols; Leyda Publishing Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 

God blessed King Hezekiah and his peo- 
ple and there were good times in all the land. 

Lesson Story.—A neighbor king heard 
about Hezekiah’s greatness. Sennacherib 
wanted to prove that he was a greater and 
stronger king, so he planned to come and 
fight and take away Hezekiah’s great city, 
where God’s temple was, and to make King 


“Hezekiah pay him a lot of money every year. 





























LFSSON FOR JULY 2 (Isa. 37 : 14-38) 


(The city might be pictured on the sand- 
board 


Td}. 

‘When Hezekiah heard that Sennacherib 
was coming with a great army, he mended 
the walls around Jerusalem, trained his sol- 
diers, and placed some as watchmen behind 
the walls. He stopped up some of the 
springs, to make it hard for Sennacherib’s 
army to find water, 

It was surely a time of trouble, when the 
great army came, but Hezekiah was brave, 

and said to his soldiers, ‘* Be strong, be not 
" afraid, for our God will help us to fight our 
battles,’’— ** God is our refuge and strength, 
.. a very present help in trouble.”’ 

One day the watchmen saw some messen- 

ers coming from Sennachertb’s army. 

ree men went outside the wall to meet 
them, and others watched from the wall. 
When near enough, the messengers shouted 
out many rude and bragging words, saying, 
*« Your King Hezekiali can’t save you, neither 
can your God, for Sennacherib is greater 
and stronger than all gods,’’? The messen- 
gexs told Hezekiah’s soldiers that King Sen- 
nacherib could give them much tter 
homes, They did not answer, but reported 
the message to King Hezekiah, He put off 
his fine clothes, dressed in mourning, and 
went to God’s house to pray. He also sent 
one of his officers, dressed in mourning, to 
God’s prophet, Isaiah, saying ‘‘ This is a day 
of trouble, what shall we do?” Isaiah an- 
swered, ‘‘ Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid, 
King Sennacherib shall not hurt you, but will 
return to his own land.’’ 

Then Sennacherib sent a boastful letter, 
telling what he would do if Hezekiah didn’t 

ive up Jerusalem, Hezekiah carried the 
etter to God’s house, and spread it out, and 
prayed again. (Show the picture and read 
parts of the prayer). Sing from ‘‘ Carols,”’ 


‘* Hear my prayer, O Lord, and keep 
me in all my ways.”’ 


Another message came from Isaiah: ‘ Be- 
cause you have trusted God and prayed, no 
harm will come to you, God will save you. 
The king from Assyria shall not enter the 
city, nor shoot arrows into it, nor harm it at 
all, for I will take care of it, saith the Lord.’’ 
I think King Hezekiah must have felt com- 
' forted, as we do when we sing : 


‘* Need I ever know a fear? 
Night and day my Father's near: 
God sees, God sees.”’ 
(Carols.) 

‘¢ God is our refuge and strength,”’ etc. 

One night a strange thing happened. 
Sennacherib’s soldiers laid themselves down 
to sleep, but thousands of them never awoke, 
for the angel of the Lord went forth and 
smote the camp. When the morning came 
thousands lay dead upon the ground, Sen- 
nacherib was so frightened that he hurried 
away to his own country. God heard and 
answered Hezekiah’s prayer and he was safe. 

After the Lesson.—Three children hoped 
to spend their summer vacation in the moun- 
tains. Their father and mother didn’t thinle 
it possible this year, They all talked about 
it, and one evening they said, ‘* We will pray 
to God, that, if it is best for us to go, he will 
send somebody soon, to rent our city house, 
so that we can afford to go.’’ The next daya 
man came to look at their house and rented 
it for the summer, for his mother and sister 
and their servants. The children said ‘It 
does a lot of good to pray about things, 
doesn’t it?’’?. They are enjoying the moun- 
tains, and expect to stay until school begins. 
They believe more than ever that God hears 
and answers prayer. Have somebody sing the 
second verse of ‘‘Everything to God in 
prayer.’’ 

Home Work.—Write a little prayer, that 
you know by heart, or copy to-day’s memory 
verse, 


Cuicaco, ILL, 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


HAT kind of books did people have 
before they had printed books? And 
before that? _ And before that? 

Back we went to parchment, papyrus, and 
clay tablet. Let me read you something from 
one of those real terra-cotta tablets. Here I 
read a short paragraph from Dr. Ball’s trans- 
lation of the Taylor Cylinder in ** Light from 
the East’’: ‘‘ Himself I shut up like a bird 
in a cage in Jerusalem his royal city. I 
raised forts about him and the exits of (07, 
whatever came forth from) the chief gate of 
his city I barred, His towns which I spoiled 
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I severed from his territory and gave them 
to Mitinti, king of Ashdod, Padi, king of 
Ekron, and Silbil, king of Gaza ; so I dimin- 
ished his territory.’’ The ‘*I’’ mentioned 
on that clay ‘‘ book ’’ refers to the man in 
our lesson to-day, 

Let us know the man a little better. What 
was his name? What do you think of a boy 
who robs birds’ nests and then boasts about 
it? That is the kind of man Sennacherib is. 
Here we read together Isaiah 10 : 13-15. 
It was necessary here to review the fall of 


Samaria, and to recall Sargon, Sennacherib’s’ 


wedecessor in powerful Assyria. I told of 
Reusacherib’s successes in Syria, Israel, and 
ea and now he has shut up Hezekiah 
ike a bird in a cage. 

We discussed the facts of the lesson under 
three —o : (1) The message to the dele- 
gates. (2) The argument to the people. (3) 
The letter to Hezekiah. 

We read the message to the delegates, and 
the question, ‘‘ Upon whom do you trust ?— 
Egypt? She is a broken reed to lean upon. 
Jehovah? | Jehovah has sent me to cap- 
ture Judah. Was this true? A small boy 
traced over the lines of a great artist’s pic- 
ture, and then boasted of the beautiful pic- 
ture he had drawn. Had he? Who had 
really done the work ? Jehovah had planned 
to use Sennacherib to trace out his plan, and 
the boastful heathen emperor thought he had 
done it all himself. . 

We then discussed the message to the 
people on the wall. I explained Isaiah 36 : 
14-20, and showed the argument, ‘* Don’t 
let Hezekiah persuade you that your God 
will aid you. Syria’s god could not deliver 
them from my hands, nor could Babylon’s. 
How, then, could Israel’s god withstand Sen- 
nacherib’s army?*’ ‘This was the Assyrian’s 
argument. What would be the effect of this 
argument? Why? Why, then, is this a 
crisis? If Sennacherib wins, what will peo- 
ple decide about Jehovah’s power? Whois 
the greatest helper of our nation? How, 
then, do you think this story will end? 
Why? Notice the answer of the king in 
36:21. We will see later whether he was 
answered or not. 

Sennacherib departed to continue his 
fighting elsewhere. Rumors of an approach- 
ing Ethiopian army reached Sennacherib’s 
general. So he sent messengers with a let- 
ter to Hezekiah, boasting as he had done 
before. We read 37: 14 and 20, and found 
what Hezekiah did on receiving the letter. 
What kind of king was Hezekiah? We 
noted that Jehovah sent his answer not di- 
rectly to Hezekiah, but through his special 
messenger, Isaiah. What was this message ? 
We found first Isaiah’s message to Senna- 
cherib, and then his message to Israel. We 
read the pictures in Isaiah 37 : 22 and 29, 
and then Israel’s promise in Isaiah 37 : 33- 
35- Then we read of the disaster that 
almost annihilated the Assyrian army and 
saved Jerusalem. Was the Assyrian king 
answered? Who answered him? Who 
helped Hezekiah? We marked Psalm 46: 
1, and wrote it'on our tablets, underlining, 
‘* A very present help in trouble.’? What 
kind of trouble might we call this for Judah 
when a great army from the greatest nation 
comes to attack? The girls suggested a 
‘* great trouble.’”? What great troubles might 
our nation have? Name some she does 
have, How could ve help her? Then, 
a letter which troubled us might represent 
what kind of troubles. ‘+ Little troubles ’’ 
was suggested. So under the verse on our 
tablets we wrote, ‘* A very present help in 
great troubles of a nation, or in the little 
troubles which seem great to girls.’’ 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Psalm 46:1. What troubles could 
Jehovah save our nation fror if we desired it ? 

Read Isaiah 52 : 13 to 53:6. Can you 
recall how any part of this prophecy was 
fulfilled in Jesus’ life ? 

Read Isaiah 53:7. Can you recall any 
fulfilment of these statements in Jesus’ life ? 
Memorize Isaiah 53 : 46. 

Read 1 Peter 2 : 20-25. What has been 
accomplished by Christ’s sufferings ? 

Read Leviticus 16: 1-10 and 20, 21. Why 
do we not offer such sacrifices to-day ? 

Read again Isaiah 53. How was Israel 
Jehovah’sservant? Is our nation his servant 
also ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Margaret Slattery’s ** The Girl in Her 
Teens”? is just the book to help you with your 
class of gtrls, Publisned by The Sunday 
School Tiites Co. Price, 50 cents, postpaid. 





Your Class of Boys 


And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


HE lesson may well be introduced by a 
little foreglimpse of the coming nine 
lessons, closing the history of Judah 

as the last quarter closed the history of 
Israel. Then we are to have a review in 
the midst of the quarter, and spend the rest 
of the year on the exile and the return. 

Review the list of the kings of Judah with 
the ‘* Foot-rule of History,’’ or at least the 
leading ones, reminding the class of the 
immediate predecessors of Hezekiah, Dis- 
tribute pencils and paper and have the class 
write and hand in answers to these ten 
questions: 1, Who was Hezekiah’s father ? 
2. What kind of king was Hezekiah’s father ? 
3. What did Hezekiah do for the Temple at 
the beginning of his reign? 4. What did he 
do for public worship? 5. How did the 
people show their joy? 6. Who was the 
great prophet of Hezekiah’s reign? 7. What 
other prophet of Judah have we studied ? 
8. What had become of the Northern King- 
dom? 9. What prophet of the Northern 
Kingdom had to do with Nineveh? to. 
What other writing prophet of the Northern 
Kingdom have we studied ? 

This Week’s Novelty.—This lesson 
affords the best opportunity we shall have 
this year to show the situation and outline 
of Jerusalem. To that end obtain or make 
a large tray, and fill it with damp sand. 
Clay may be used, or soft putty, or paper 
pulp, or ordinary earth ; but sand is best. 

During the week practise repeatedly form- 
ing the outlines of Jerusalem, so that you 
can do it rapidly before the class. Read a 
full account of the geography of the city in a 
good Bible dictionary. With a map of the 
city before you, trace its walls in the sand 
with a sharp stick, Later, you will place 
stone building-blocks, or at least a line of 
pebbles, along the course of the walls, 

Next build up the plateau on the north 
and west, and the hills of Jerusalem, form- 
ing the latter by scooping out the valleys 
through the city and around it, especially 
the deep valley of the Kidron, Place a 
stone block where the Temple was situated, 
and close to it another for the palace of 
Hezekiah. All this will be done rapidly 
before the class. Be sure to have the north 
of your sand outline correspond to the actual 
north of your room. Unless your table is 
very large, it will be best to place *‘ Jeru- 
salem’’ on the floor, that the places later 
introduced may be on the same level. 

Place upon one of the boys a gilt paper 
crown, and get him to tell about Senna- 
cherib, and what he did at the outset of his 
reign, Pin upon the wall a map of the 
country east of Palestine, and have ‘‘ Senna- 
cherib ’’? point out Chaldea, Babylonia, and 
Media, where he was busy consolidating his 
government at the beginning. Get ‘* Senna- 
cherib”’ to stand in the right direction from 
‘* Jerusalem,’’ 

Bring out the fact that during this time 
Hezekiah was planning with Phoenicia, 
Philistia, and Egypt an alliance against 
Assyria, Extend three red cords from 
‘* Jerusalem ”’ to points in the room to the 
northwest, west, and southwest, represent- 
ing these alliances. Have ‘‘Sennacherib’’ 
tell what he did when he heard of this, and 
move him from the east of ‘‘ Jerusalem ’’ to 
the northwest, attacking Phoenicia. He 
will break the cord, denoting his conquest 
of that ally of Hezekiah. Then he will pro- 
ceed against Philistia, and break that cord. 
Then the first army from Egypt will come 
against him, and he will conquer it, loosen- 
ing the third cord but not breaking it. 

Next you will give ‘* Sennacherib,”’ still 
at Philistia, a lot of little paper tents which 
you have made, and he will give them to 
another boy representing his general, who 
will set them up on the west and north of 
‘* Jerusalem,’’ on the plateau, and also 
stopping up the valleys on the other sides of 
the city. Take out of the city a lot of bright 
nickels and pennies to represent the silver 
and gold of Hezekiah’s tribute. Then the 
boy will remove the> tents and return them 
to ** Sennacherib.’’ 

Next, another boy will go from ‘+ Senna- 
cherib’’ up to ‘ Jerusalem,’’ representing 
the Rabshakeh, and he will read a’ para- 
phrase of the Rabshakeh’s speech that you 
yourself have written out. ‘* Sennacherib ’’ 
will move southward, toward Egypt, and 
** Rabshakeh’”’ will go to him. Then 
** Sennacherib ’’ will send another boy with 
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a letter, which he will read to ** Jerusalem,’’ 
—the words of the Bible. The messenger 
will return to ‘‘ Sennacherib,’’ and another 
boy, standing before ‘‘Jerusalem,’’ and 
representing Hezekiah, will read Hezekiah’s 
prayer in the Bible words, Then still 
another boy, also standing at ‘‘ Jerusalem,’’ 
will represent Isaiah, and will read the 
prophet’s answer and prophecy, written out 
in a simple paraphrase by the teacher, 
‘*Sennacherib”’ next speaks, telling what 
has happened to his army near Egypt ; this 
speech will be in the first person, and the 
teacher may write it out for him to read. 
One of the boys who is a good reader, and 
has practised, will next read Byron’s fine 
poem, ‘‘ ‘Fhe Destruction of Sennacherib,’’ 
and for a conclusion of the lesson you will 
have all the class repeat the Golden Text. 

The hesson will be so effective if taught in 
this way that, even if you have no class-room, 
it will be well worth while to find some 
space where you can take your class for 
once (with the superintendent’s permission), 
even if to your own home, or some other 
private house near by. 


Home WorkK ON NExT WEEK’s LESSON 


If possible, commit to memory all of the 
Scripture passage; at any rate, verses 1-6, 
Make a list of the prophecies in the passage 
that were fulfilled in the life of Christ, 


Boston, 
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The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


How Isaiah Helped Hezekiah and Jeru- 
salem to Pass Safely a Great Crisis 
(2 Kings 18, 19; Isaiah 36, 37: 
701 B.C., or 690 B.C.) 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION. 


UR last lesson relating to Isaiah con- 
sidered his early predictions and his 
ineffectual dealings with Ahaz. It 

seems like a long jump forward to pass from 
about 735 B.C. to a time thirty years or 
more later on. We know very little, how- 
ever, of Isaiah’s work during this interval. 
Perhaps he was out of favor with the king 
and the courtiers, and hence with little in- 
fluence over the people. 

The invasions of ‘liglath-pileser, the As- 
syrian, and of Shalmaneser and Sargon, 
which resulted in the capture of Samaria and 
the ruin of the northern kingdom, affected 
Judah, because of the quickness with which 
Ahaz accepted vassalage, only in making it 
avowedly subject to Assyria with a huge an- 
nual tribute to pay. For more than twenty 
years this onerous burden must have been 
regularly borne by Judah, 

At several periods prior to the end of the 
century and the date of the ‘ great crisis ’’ 
described in Isaiah 36, 37, Isaiah appeared 
to counsel against rebellion. Chapter 20: 
1-5 relates how the prophet prevented the 
people of Judah from joining the Ashdod tes 
in revolt in 711 B. C. Some years later, 
perhaps about 704 B. C., an embassy ar- 
rived in Jerusalem, sent by Merodach- 
baladan of Babylonia (2 Kings 20 : 12-19), 
to propose a revolt, but was foiled by Isaiah. 

Bat not even an Isaiah could control the 
situation in Judah between 703 and 704 
B. C. Courtand people alike seemed bent 
on forming alliances with Egypt and the 
other petty kingdoms against Sennacherib, 
who ascended his throne in 705, but could not 
spare the time or the armies for the recon- 
quest of Syria and Palestine until about 7or 
B.C. Isaiah had declared again and again 
that they were foolish to expect that Egypt 
would prove a reliable ally. Chapter 30 ex- 
presses this clearly, ‘* I called her Rahab that 
sitteth still” (30 : 7); that is ‘‘Madame Brag 
and stay at home.’’ Egypt was forever 
making great plans and loud speeches, but 
failing to make them good, Notwithstanding 
Isaiah’s repeated warnings Hezekiah headed 
the rebellion and refused to pay tribute to 
Sennacherib. 

The course of events thereafter is a much 
disputed matter, Sennacherib himself, in a 
long inscription, declares that he invaded 
Palestine, captured Ashkelon and other sea- 
coast cities, then defeated an allied army at 
Eltekeh, somewhere in Philistia, then cap- 
tured Ekron. Then he was ready to attack 
Hezekiah. His advance was-aiiticipated by 
Isaiah in the glorious passage, 10 : 5-34. He 
attacked the other towns and cities of Judah 
(2 Kings 18: 13) first, but soon blockaded 


( Continued on next page) 
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To Adult Bible Class Leaders 


One Hundred Thousand 
Names Wanted 


What YOU Can Do 


Adult Bible class leaders and members are discoverin 


Times. 


What WE Will Do 


The Sunday School 


We know that they know, because they are subscribing to the paper. 
But we have not been able thus far to 


nearly enough persons about the 


value of the paper as an adult Bible class help for students as well as for teachers. 
We have been talking to about seven hundred thousand Sunday-school 
workers month by month for ,a good while through other Sunday-school periodi- 
cals. ‘These are in all grades of the school. 
We want to talk more directly, more definitely, to a hundred thousand adult 


Bible class students as such, explaining why 


The Sunday School ‘limes is the paper 


for as one of them—not merely for the teacher, but for the adult student as well. 


wi 


you give us this opportunity by sending at once the names and ad- 


dresses of the students in your adult Bible class—anywhere from eighteen or 


twenty years of age upwards, 


For the names and 10 cents 


* Archaeology’s Solution of Old Testament 
Problems.”’ The Rev. John Urquhart’s compact 
and informing little book on the answers that pick 
and spade are giving to destructive biblical criti- 
cism. Regular price, 30 cents. 

Or, “‘ Evangelism rough Bible Study.”” By 
Frederic S. Goodman. An urgent appeal for in- 
dividual soul-winning through Bible class fellow- 
ship and study. Regular price, 25 cents. 


For the names and 25 cents 

**What Shall a Young Girl Read?*’ Mrs, 
Margaret E. Sangster’s definite suggestions as to 
the best books for the girl,—a great help to parent 
and teacher and to the girl herself. Regular 
price, so cents. 

Or, Mrs. Annie Trumbull Slosson’s beautiful 
White Mountain story of the snow-cross, ‘‘ White 
Christopher,”’ with iflustrations by Alice Barber 
Stephens. Regular price, 75 cents. 


For the names and 50 cents 

Professor Willis J. Beecher’s ‘“‘ Dated Events of 
the Old ‘Testament,’ an indispensable hand-book 
for the careful student, teacher, or preacher. 
Chronological tables with exhaustive notes. Reg- 
ular price, $1.50. 

Or, Henry Clay Trumbull’s “ Ger Misunder- 
stood Bible,”’ a noteworthy book that illuminates 





As the leader of an adult class you will be glad to add to your own or the class 
library a few choice books, at the least expense. 
secure the books while aiding us in gathering the desired names. 


If re will send us the names of the members of your Adult Bible Class, the 
jowing exceptional book offers are open to you. Notice the 

between the usual price and the very low cost to you in consideration of the 
sending of the names. 


Here is your opportunity to 
great difference 


many an obscure or misunderstood passage. 
Regnier price, $1.00. 

Or, Ira D. Sankey’s “ My Life and Story of the 
Gospel Hymns,” Mr. Sankey’s story of his own 
life, and scores of incidents about the use of the 
gospel hymns around the world. 24 illustrations. 

egular price, $1.50. 

For the names and 75 cents © 

“ Studies in Oriental Social Life.” By H. Clay 
Trumbull, A.rich fund of side-lights on 
Bible characters and customs as studied in the 
life of the East’ by a keen-eyed American scholar 
who knew how to see and say the things that every 
one wants to know about Oriental customs. 
Regular price, $t 50. 

Or, “ Light on the Old Testament from Babel.”’ 
By Professor A, TI. Clay, Ph.D n authorita- 
tive statement of the results of recent archzolog- 
ical discoveries, and the light they throw on Old 
Testament history. The book is abundantly il- 
lustrated, many of the pictures never having been 
published before. Regular price, $2.00. 


For the names and $1.25 


Light and Shade Relief Map of Palestine. By 
George et Powell. A beautifully printed flat 
map, which has the effect of a raised map, showing 
elevations and dépressions, with a simple key sys- 
tem for locating important places. Wall size, over 
all, 50% x 37inches. Regular price, $2,50. 
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To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
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Pocket 
Testament 
League Supplies 


Pictorial League Testaments 

in American Revision or King James Version, 

beautifully illustrated, bound in cloth. Either 

version is an ideal book for presentation to 

Sunday-school scholars joining the League. 

Price, 25 cents each, postpaid; $2.50 a dozen; 
and $20.00 per hundred. 


Leather League Testaments 
in American Standard Revision or King James 
Version. Just issued for Pocket Testament 
League. A wonderful achievement in Testa- 
ment making. Large clear type, soft flexible 
leather binding, with frontispiece. Price, 50 
cents each, postpaid. The King James edition 
is small enough to be carried in the vest pocket 
or in a lady's purse. The American Standard 
Revision is somewhat larger, 2x34 inches, in 
convenient pocket size. 

In ordering ‘Testaments, please state whether 
American Revision or King James Version is 
desired. Pledge Cards 25 cents per hundred. 





Every member of the Testament League 
should have a copy of 
The Pocket Testament 
Around the World 
By GEORGE T. B. DAVIs, 
Paper, illustrated, 25c. As recommended 
by the Chapman-Alexander Mission. 
This book gives a graphic account of 
the origin and launching of the movement, 
and of the wonderful results which have 
been obtained through the transforming 
power of the Word; also, full instructions 





as to the starting of a League. 
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Hezekiah in Jerusalem. Hezekiah soon 
yielded obedience, and paid a heavy tribute 
(2 Kings 18 : 14-16), which reached Senna- 
cherib, according to his inscription, at Nine- 
veh, whither he had hastily retired. 

Our own additional information is found 
in the two narratives of attempts by Senna- 
cherib to induce Jerusalem to surrender, the 
first found in Isaiah 36: 2 to 37:8; the 
second in Isaiah 37 : 9-38. There are many 
variant opinions put forth by competent 
scholars regarding these. A good many are 
coming to believe that the first narrative is 
supplementary to what has just been related 
and happened in 7o1. In that case, Senna- 
cherib did not quite tell the exact truth re- 
garding the tribute. It was sent to him at 

is camp at Lachish, or Eltekeh. Having 
received it, Sennacherib sent by his Rabsha- 
keh, or high official, a fresh and insolent 
demand for the surrender of Jerusalem (Isa. 
36: 2-22). King Hezekiah was disheart- 
ened, but was encouraged by Isaiah to defy 
the messenger. No sooner had the officer 
returned than Sennacherib ‘‘ heard tidings ”’ 
of an eastern revolt, and hurried home with 
his booty and prisorers. 

Some interpreters, perhaps the majority 
of them, date the events described in the 
second account (Isa. 37 : 9-38) also in 7o1, 
but recently quite a little authority has come 
to light for an expedition of Sennacherib’s 
to Palestine and Egypt in 690 B. C., when 
Tahargo had gained command over all Egypt. 
Sennacherib did not come up to Jerusalem 
at all, but sent a letter demanding the sur- 
render of the city. ‘The International Lesson 
begins with the receipt of this letter by Hez- 
ekiah, 

Notice the calmness and clearheadedness 
with which King Hezekiah treated its con- 
tents. Where did he go with the letter? 
What fact regarding Jehovah did he empha- 
size ? 
Sennacherib? What was his appeal? 

Study the taunt-song of Isaiah in two 
strophes (vs. 224-29). Notice the figure ex- 
pressive of the undefiled city, and of her 
mood, With whom had Sennacherib really 
been dealing? How had he been enabled 
to win such victories ? How would Jehovah 
force Sennacherib to recognize his control ? 

Note Hezekiah’s sign, or rather signs. 
For two years what would be the situation, 
followed then by. agricultural prosperity ? 
For the fulfilment of what promise did the 
prophet then look ? 


The second sign was the inviolability of 


Jerusalem (vs. 33-35). Isaiah was sure that 
the Assyrian would never capture it. Jt was 
remarkably delivered by the fact of a sudden 
pestilence breaking out in the Assyrian army 
before it met the Egyptians, whereupon 
Sennacherib hastened home. A few years 
later, in 681, he was murdered. 

It was clear to all Judah that this deliver- 
ance had been brought about by Jehovah. 
He had kept his city and the temple in it 
inviolate. Other shrines had been polluted 
and discredited ; on Mt. Zion was the one 
inviolable sanctuary of Jehovah. Its prestige 
was vastly enhanced because of the deliver- 
ance, 

How had Isaiah ventured to predict it in 
the face of the violation of the land? Let us 
recall his idea of the Remnant which should 
survive every judgment. That Remnant 
would need an abiding-place. Jerusalem 


How did he describe the attitude of 
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ing Jerusalem? What other reasons did he 
give for the deliverance ? 

The Great Deliverance. Why did not 
Isaiah, while he was about it, predict that 
along with the deliverance would come im- 
mediate prosperity instead of a slow two 
years’ recovery from devastation ? (37 : 30.) 
What was the effect of the deliverance on 
the prophet and on the people? 


Booxs THAT May Be Usep. 


George Adam Smith’s review of these 
events in ‘* Jerusalem ’’ (Vol. II, pp. 132- 
180) is masterly, clear, and up-to - date. 
Kent’s survey in ‘‘ Kings and Prophets ’’ 
(150-180) is also admirable. They are in 
substantial agreement. The Old Testament 
Histories, the commentaries on Isaiah, and 
the commentary on ‘ Kings ’’ in the New- 
Century Bible by Skinner, the Bible Diction- 
aries on ‘‘Sennacherib’’ and ‘‘ Hezekiah ”’ 
and ‘* Isaiah,’’ are all helpful. 


DaiLty HOME WorkK ON THE NEXT LEsSON. 


The lesson for July 9 covers a series of 
passages in Isaiah, 


Monday. — Read Isaiah 41 : 8-10, the 
regen to Israel the Servant, and 42 : 1-7, 

is world-wide mission. What sort of task 
was he to undertake ? 

Tuesday.—Read Isaiah 49 : 1-13. The 
illuminative duty of the Servant, and his 
wérk of restoration. What were to be the 
limits on his work ? 

: -— Read Isaiah 50: 4-11. The 
course of training which made him sympa- 
thetic. 

Thursday.— Read Isaiah 52 : 13-15. How 
his exaltation would impress the world. 

Friday. — Read Isaiah 53 : 1-12. The 


rifice. 

Saturday. — Read Matthew 12 : 15-21. 
How Jesus illustrated his active mission, 

Sunday. — Read Matthew 26: 37-44, 62- 
67 ; 27: 39-44, 54. The sacrifice, the pa- 
tient endurance, the shame, the recognition 
of his nobility—all illustrated at the death of 
Joams...; , 4 . 


THe Next’ LEsson OUTLINED FoR STupY. 

(‘The references in parentheses are to articles, 

! in next week’s issue of the Times.] 

The Isaiah Passages About the Servant. 
(1) How do they describe his personality ? 
(2) What do they say about his work? (3) 
What about the essentials to his success? (4) 
What about the range of his influence? (5) 
About whom do they seem to be talking? 


(Ross, I, 2, 4-7.) 
The Servant’s Supreme Task. (6) What 
is the greatest task assigned him? (7) How 


is he to get at it? (Beecher, on vs. 94-12; 
Sanders, 14.) 

Jesus as the Servant, (8) In what sense 
did Jesus meet these expectations and fulfil 
these prophecies? (Sanders, 7-18.) 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 








Comes a Time 
When Coffee Shows What It Has Been Doing 


‘*Of late years coffee has disagreed 
with me,” writes a matron from Rome, 
N., ¥- 

‘Its lightest punishment being to 
make me ‘ logy’ and dizzy, and it seemed 





was apparently essential to the execution of | to thicken up my blood. 


God’s plans, to hold his people together, and 
to give them their opportunity. Isaiah felt 
sure that no injury could befall Jerusalem. 

Thus we find Isaiah about 711 exhorting 
the people against revolting from Assyria, 
about 7o1 declaring that Jehovah would pro- 
tect Jerusalem against Assyria. Was he in- 
consistent ? 

The result of Sennacherib’s withdrawal 
was the triumph of the prophetic party. For 
the rest of his days Isaiah was the foremost 
citizen of Judah. 

lsaiah’s Advice to Those Who Wished to 
Rebel Against Sargon and Sennacherib. 
What attitude did he repeatedly take against 
revolt? How did he express his ideas ? 
How did he value. Egypt as a backer? 

Sennacherib’s Invasion in 7ozr. What 
events led up to Hezekiah’s submission and 
payment of tribute (2 Kings 18: 14)? Why 
did Sennacherib break his word and demand 
the surrender of the city through the Rab- 
shakeh ? 

Tsaiah’s Position as a Prophet. Wow did 
he view the Assyrian? (comp. 5 : 5, 15.) Of 
what fundamental fact was le sure (37. :.35 
and 29: 7, .** God’s altar hearth ’’) concern- 


**The heaviest was when it upset my 

| stomach completely, destroying my ap- 

petite and making me nervous and irri- 

table, and sent me to my bed. After 

one of these attacks, in which I nearly 

lost my life, I concluded to quit the 
coffee and try Postum. 

“It went right to the spot! I found 
it not only a most palatable and refresh- 
ing beverage, but a food as well. 

“All my ailments, the ‘loginess’ and 
dizziness, the unsatisfactory condition 
of my blood, my nervousness and irrita- 
bility disappeared in short order and my 
sorely afflicted stomach began quickly to 
recover. I began to rebuild and have 
steadily continued until now. Have a 
good appetite and am nana | in sound 
health which I owe to the use of Postum.”’ 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, 
Mich. . 

Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘* There’s a reason.” 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 

one appears from time to time. They 
| are genuine, true, and full of humana 
interest. , 





significance of his work of supreme self-sac-_ 


























LESSON FOR JULY 2 (Isa. 37: 14-38) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 
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that which is lost or something from becom- 
ing lost, the healers of souls and the builders 
of character,—these are they who do most for 
the country, for they — that which 
constitutes the true wealth and greatness of 
the nation, 


——" 





Sunday, July 2, 1911. 
Ways of Serving Our Nation (Esth. 4 
1-17. _A_ patriotic consecration ... 
meeting.) ‘ 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—By lew-shidingN Peter 2 : 11-17), 
‘Tues.—By prayer (Neh. 1 : 1-4). 
Wed.—By city-building (Neh. 4 : 16-23). 
Thurs.—By honest toil (Prov. 13 : 12). 
Fri.—By exposing impurity (John 2 : 13-19). 
Sat.—By true liness (Isa. 2: 1-5). 











What is your ideal of patriotism ? 
Give instances of patriotism. 
How can we serve with our votes? 4 


E SERVE the nation by honestly pay- 
W ing for the support of the nation. 
We do this for the most part in in- 
direct ways, but in our local communities we 
pay taxes very directly for local interests, and 
those who come home from abroad know 
what it is to pay directly for the support of 
the national treasury. A Christian will 
honestly meet all such obligations. He will 
not smuggle. He will not evade taxes. 
% 

Perhaps we do not approve of some of the 
nation’s expenditures, We may be outraged 
at the pension profligacy of the nation, We 
may disbelieve in the necessity of a great 
army and navy. We may feel shame at the 
waste which seems inseparable from political 
expenditure. But as long as these expenses 
are legally prescribed, we must as Christians 
help to meet them. But also as Christians 
we may and must try to change any conditions 
which we believe to be wrong. 

~ 

We can serve the whole nation by serving 
well our own section of the nation. Maine 
did far more by its prohibition law than 
merely benefit the state of Maine. It bene- 
fited the whole ‘nation, and it helped the 


‘cause of right and truth and the homes 


throughout the whole world. Every town 
and city that makes and keeps itself clean 
ministers to the well-being of the whole 
country. 
b 

We serve our nation by fighting against sin 
and impurity and vice. Christian ministers 
served on the commission appointed last 
year by the mayor of Chicago to study the 
vice conditions of Chicago, and they were 
rendering Christian service in doing this 
work, The commission estimated that the 
profits reaped from vice and the sale of liquor 
in connection with vice was $15,699,449. 
This is worse than waste. It would havé 
been far better to have thrown this money 
into Lake Michigan and to have got nothing 
in return for it. It brought only disease and 
poverty and death. It is Christian to wage 
war against these. 


And only Christianity can ever succeed in 
conquering the evils which weaken and de- 
grade nations. This Chicago commission 
declares in its report, ‘‘until the hearts of 
men are changed, we can hope for no abso- 
lute annihilation of the social evil.” Religion 
and education alone can correct the greatest 
curse which to-day rests upon mankind. 
For this, there is a mighty work for agencies 
and institutions of righteousness in our 


land.’”’ 


In the Old Testament it was recognized 
that all those who did good and honest work 
for God were rendering true service. It is 
so still. He serves the nation who rescues 
drunkards, who discovers a cure for disease, 
who invents a new fire box for engines which 
will not blow up, who writes a good book, 
who develops a useful school, who encourages 
a discouraged boy to try again, who defeats a 
bad piece of legislation, who protects children 
from injustice, who builds better tenements, 
who promotes good will. These and ten 
thousand more are all good services. What 
good services are waiting to-be done in your 
home or your community ? 

& 

But the best services are those which have 
to do with life ; mothers and school teachers 
who mold lives, men and women who save 


| Children at Home 








A Safe and Happy Fourth 
By Kathazine Trumbull Scoville 
HE four little boys who lived on a hill 

had never set off a fire-cracker or a 

torpedo, and yet if you asked them 
what was one of the nicest days of the year, 
they would at once say ‘‘ ‘The Fourth of July.” 
They always had such a good time on that 
day, but mother was not afraid of burned 
fingers, or blackened eyes, for she never al- 
lowed them to have any dangerous fire-works, 

Last year father had taken them all to the 
Zoo, and that was great fun, but this year 
they were sure they would have the best time 
of all. 

** Mother has lots of surprises for to-mor- 
row,’’ said Bob the eldest, as they were go- 
ing to bed on the eve of the Fourth. They 
were racing as they did every evening to see 
who would be undressed first. The one who 
beat could choose the story that mother was 
to read to them, and could also sit in her la 
while she was reading, so, with two suc 
rewards as these, they had learned to undress 
very quickly. After the story was finished 
mother heard their prayers, and then said 
‘*Good- night, darlings.’”? ‘**Good- night, 
darling,’’ answered the four little boys, and 
then after a little whispering and laughing, 
they quieted down to sleep. 

‘* Hurrah for the Fourth of July !’’ shouted 
Bob the next morning at six o’clock, and 
then they began to open the packages that 
they found tied to the foot of their beds. 
They each had a big flag, and a paper soldier 
hat, that had a funny queue hanging down 
the back like that which you see in the pic- 
tures of George Washington. Then there 
were sheets of paper soldiers to cut out, and 
crayons, and crayon books, and a little note 
from mother which Bob read to them (Bob 
was eight, so of course he could read), which 
said that the nicest surprise of all would come 
late in the afternoon. They liked their 
soldier hats so much that they wore them all 
day. 

After dinner, mother said she wanted the 
boys to take a nap, for then they could sit up 
until nine o’clock to watch the fire-works 
that father was going to set off. Of course 
they thought they could never go to sleep in 
the daytime, but before they knew it they 
were all off in dreamland, and when they 
woke up mother called to them that it would 
soon be time for the last and nicest surprise. 
After a while they heard the supper gong, 
and there, out on the lawn they saw the 
very best supper they had ever seen. It was 
served on a big table-cloth that was made of 
Japanese paper, and there were pictures of 
American flags all over it, and’ the napkins 
were the same. Father and mother had 
supper with them, and oh! what fun it was 
to eat outdoors, There were peanut butter 
sandwiches, and cold chicken, and hard 
boiled eggs, and pitchers of nice cold milk 
and ice cream and cake for dessert, and how 
they all shouted when they saw that ! 

After supper they chased fire-flies, and little 
Billy who had never before been up late 
enough to see them thought that they were 
the fire-works that mother had promised they 
should see. 

When it was quite dark they went out on 
the terrace and watched all the lovely fire- 
works that father had bought for them. There 
were sky-rockets, Roman candles, pin-wheels, 
and red lights, and each thing the boys were 
sure was better than the last. 

Nine o’clock came all too soon, and when 
the boys had gotten into bed, and had kissed 
mother good-night, she went out doors again 
to join father, and said to him, ‘‘I don’t be- 
lieve you could find four other boys who have 
had a safer and a happier day than ours have 
had.”’ 


ROSEMONT, Pa, 


** Outdoors, Indoors and Up the Chim- 
ney ’ is the quaint title of a splendid book 
Sor young folks. Published by The Sunday 
School Times Co. Price, 75 cents, postpaid. 


















How Prof. Anderson 











Made Foods That Feed 


























Prof. A. P. Anderson—then of Columbia University—conceived 
the idea of treating cereals in this heroic way. 

Up to that time gentle methods were used. Cereals were cooked, 
baked or toasted. The object of all is to break up the food granules 
so that digestion can act. 

But those gentle methods are only partly effective. Only part 
of the granules are broken. 

Prof. Anderson's aim was to break up all of the granules. And 
this is the method which he worked out. 


The Steam Explosion 


Inside of each grain of wheat and rice there's a certain amount 
of moisture. 


Prof, Anderson said, ‘' I'll find a way to turn that moisture to steam 
and explode it. I shall literally blast those food granules to pieces.” 

And he did it—after years of experiment. As a result you have 
whole-grain foods made wholly digestible. 

You have foods which don’t tax the stomach—foods without waste. 
Every food granule is broken. 


And it happily happens that those foods are also the most delicious 
cereal foods in existence. 


Puffed Wheat, 10c.... 
Puffed Rice, 15c vw." 


It is done in this way: Selected kernels of wheat and rice are 
sealed up in great bronze-steel guns. Then the guns are revoived for 
sixty minutes in a heat of 550 degrees. 

That heat turns the moisture in the grain to steam, and the 
pressure becomes tremendous. Suddenly the guns are unsealed and 
the steam explodes. The grains are puffed to eight times former 
size—made four times as porous as bread. The millions of food 
granules are all blasted to pieces. The grains are made fully twice 
as digestible as the best other method makes them. 

We have the whole one made gigantic—made porous and crisp, 
nutlike and brown—ready to melt in the mouth. 


Like Toasted Nuts 


These puffed grains suggest toasted nut meats. They are used like 
nuts in candy making, in frosting cake, in garnishing ice cream. They 
are mixed with berries or bananas to give a nut-like blend. 

They are served with cream for breakfast. For luncheon or 
supper they are served like crackers in a bowl of milk. They supply 
whole-grain foods which are crisper than crackers—four times as 
porous as bread. 


The homes which have tried them are now consuming 18,000,000 
dishes monthly. Four people in five tag bee them to any other ready- 
cooked cereal. We have proved that by lunch-room tests. 


Tell your grocer now, if you haven’t tried them, to send you one 
package of each. 


The Quaker Oats Company — 


Sole Makers—Chicago 
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The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow , 
’Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO, | 


Where there is got cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the heavy talline 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 

















It isn’t the size of an advertisement in number 
of lines, but its size in suggestion that counts. 


class for 
Times. And don’t be the last to do it! 
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A Department of the 
UNIVERSITY OF WOOSTER 
Wooster, O. 


For Catalogue A address 
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PENNINGTON (Seminary) 
SCHOOL FOR BOYS 


Pennington, N. )., offers splendid classical, modern 
language, commercial and Manual ‘Training Courses. 

4 years of brilliant work. Religious Work Director. 
Fine Athletic Record with Director. junior Depart- 
ment, Military. Rates $400 to $500. rite 


PRANK MACDANIBL, Headmaster. 


THE 4 SCHOOL OF 
RELIG EDAGOGY 
Degree Course for graduates of colleges and theo- 














logical seminaries, 
iploma se prepares lay workers for salaried 
positions in all kinds of charch, Sunday-school and 
mission — aun eee al 
Trespo: nee rses for teacher training. 
and for uates greater than supply. 
Address the n, Hartford, Conn. 
University method of qnasawe 
HARTFORD with practical training for the min- 
istry. Large faculty and library. 
Graduate fellowships, both foreign 
i resident. Open to coll radu- 
ohne a all deneuinanions. _— SEMINARY 
Address Dean M.W. JACOBUS, Hartford, Conn. 
- — 
Mary Baldwin Seminary 
For Young Ladies. STAUNTON, VIRGINIA. 
‘Term begins Sept. 7th, 1911. Located in the Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. nsurpassed climate, beautiful 
grounds and modern appointments, 302 students past 
sessions from 33 states. Terms moderate. Pupils enter 
any time. Send for catalogue. Miss E. C. Weimar, Prin. 
The Schauffler 
Missionary Training School 
pouprese young women for Home Missionary work 
and various church activities. 
Address 5111 Fowler Ave., Cleveland, Ohiec. 








Adult Class Questions 
Answered by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International 
Adult Departmeat 





COLORADO.—We wish to start a reference 

for use in our adult Bible class. Will 

you please give the names of ten books that 

you think would be helpful for an adult Bible 
class.—W. H. S. 

It is very difficult to select and recommend 
ten books from the large number of books 
that are published in the interest of men and 
men’s classes. The following list of books 
has been a blessing to many men’s classes, 
and it gives me pleasure to recommend them 


to you. 

**Twice-Born Men’’ (Begbie; Revell, 
$1.25). 

“ individual Work for Individuals ’’(Trum- 
bull. Y. M. C. A, Press. 75 cents in cloth ; 
35 cents in paper). 

** Recruiting for Christ’’ (Stone, Revell. 
$1.00). 

** How We Got Our Bible ’’ (Smyth. Pott. 
50 cents). 

**The Four Princes’? (Scherer. 
School Times. $1). 

**Quiet Talks on Power’’ (Gordon, Rev- 
ell. 75 cents). 

** Autobiography of John G. Paton ’’ (Rev- 
ell. $1.50). 

**A Man’s Christian ’’ (Duncan. Harper. 
50 cents net). 

** Aliens or Americans’’ (Grose. Young 
People’s Missionary Movement. 50 cents). 

** Victorious Manhood’’ (Johnston, Rev- 
ell, 7§ cents). 

All of these books may be secured through 
your own denomnational house or any other 
publisher, 


MONTREAL, QUE.—I have just been made 
an assistant superintendent, with direct charge 
of the Adult Department. 

(a) ‘he department has never had any sup- 

S—would you advise usin 
Smith's. (published by The Sunday Schoo 
Times Company, at so cents) in connection with: 
either opening or closing exercises ? 

(b) I have to organize a teacher-training 

1) ich is the best course for study? 
(2) Would you draw from this class for substi- 
tute teachers? 

(c) One of the classes is composed of men and 
women—mostly. married. Would you advise 
dividing it into separate classes for men and 
women ? 


(d) Would you advise my sending out fo- 
tices to absentee to new scholars, 
étc., or leave that entirely in the hands of the 
teachers ?—A. B. C. 

(a) Supplemental work consists largely of 
memory work and it is therefore largely con- 
fined to the memory period in the Elementary 
and Intermediate grades. I do not know of 
a single Adult department that is using a 
definite supplemental course. Many of the 
adult classes do introduce special outlines on 
current lessons. Smith’s Supplemental Les- 
sons published by the Times are fine, and I 
have known of their being used effectively, 
but only in the grades above mentioned. 

(b) The Committee on Education of the 
International Sunday School Association in 
conference with the denominational leaders 
erected standards for two courses, as follows : 

The First Standard Course: Fifty lesson 
periods, of which at least twenty should be 
devoted to the study of the Bible, and at 
least seven each to the study of the pupil, the 
teacher, and the Sunday-school. Two years’ 
time should be devoted to this course, and in 
no case should a diploma be granted for its 
completion in less than one year. 

Advanced Standard Course : one hundred 
lesson periods, with a minimum of forty les- 
son periods devoted to the study of the Bible, 
and of not less than ten each to the study of 
the pupil, the teacher, the Sunday-school, 
Church history, missions or kindred themes. 
Three years should be devoted to this course, 
and in no case should a diploma be issued 
for less than two years’ study. 

In accordance with this plan a number of 
the denominations and some of the indepen- 
dent publishers have prepared courses of 
study which have been approved by.the Com- 
mittee on Education. It would be impossi- 
ble for me to say which of these is best. If 
your own denomination has prepared a course 
of study I would recommend that you use 
that. Otherwise I suggest that you examine 
the course entitled ‘* Training the Teacher ’’ 
published by The Sunday School Times 
Company (cloth, 50 cents ; paper, 35 cents). 

(2) Unless your teacher-training class 
meets at some other hour than that of the 


Sunday 





“work, that 
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Sunday-school, I believe it is best not to draw 
from it for substitute teachers. It is practi-. 
cally impossible to maintain the interest in 
ouch a class if its members are continually 
taken out as teachers and thus prevented 
from doing definite, consecutive. work: > Itis 
well for the members of the training-class to 
gain some experience during the time of their 
study. Ifit, is ible to give it to them 
without taking away from the class, this 
should by all means be done. 
done by giving them work in connection with 
a mission which does not meet at the same time 
the school does. Some classes are finding it 
very helpful to organize the class and give 
its various committees definite work: to do for 
the Sunday-school ; such as looking up absen- 
tees, canvassing for new members, pro- 
viding special music, perfecting the system of 
records, planning Sunday-school socials, etc. 
In this way the training-class can gain much 
valuable experience in the organization and 
management of the school. 

(c) It is. never wise to divide a class of 
adults unless practically all the members 
are perfectly willing to have the change 
made. I believe there is a place in mest Sun- 
day-schools, if not in all of them, for a class 
composed of both men and women. Espec- 
ially is this so among the young married peo- 
ple. I think you would find it more advisable 
to start two new classes, one for young men 
and the other for young women, for it has 
been proved through experience that there are 
— men and women whovare more easily 
reached if they are in a class for men only, or 
for women only. Sometimes it has proved 
practicable to take a few members from a 
mixed class to become the nucelus of these 
new two classes. 

(d) Your system of looking up absentees 
should be such as to permit you, as the super- 
intendent of the Adult Department, to know 
exactly what is being done. ‘This makes it 
impossible for you to leave it entirely in the 
hands of the classes themselves, though I be- 
lieve it is well to put just as much of the 
burden in this matter upon the classes as 
possible. The teachers and officers of the 
classes should do most of the work, but the 
departmental and general officers of the 
school should always be in touch with this 
rik, thi know itis not: 
and that they may Frendér any nce 
within their power, as occasions require. 
Some schools require each class to do all that 
is possible to win back an absentee, but 
when they fail the name should be reported 
to the departmental officers for further effort. 
This insures no name’s being removed from 
the membership list until the class and the 
school have done their best to reclaim the 
absentee. As to new members, I feel that 
the chief responsibility in this matter should 
be with the class officers and teacher. The de- 
partment superintendent can render valuable 
assistance by proposing names for the pros- 
pective membership list and by suggesting 
plans and methods whereby these can be won. 


This can be'| ' 
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That Boy an? His Sister 





The Boy and the Church 


By Eugene C. Foster 


A study of the boy’s religious life, 
habits, growth, and boyhood interests, 
with many plans for his best develop- 
ment under the leadership of parents and 
teachers; and a full list of books for 
workers with boys. 


75 cents postpaid 





At all booksellers, or may be ordered from the Publishers 


THe Sunpay ScHOOL TimMEs Co., 1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA, 


The Girl in Her Teens 
By Margaret Slattery 


A study of the girl in adolescence, for 
the help of teachers, by one who knows 
girls thoroughly and who is widely known 
as a teacher of teachers, ~< 


50 cents postpaid 
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They bring Sunday-school success 
everywhere. Catalogue for stamp. 
Goodenough & Woglom Co., 
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Horsford’s 
for 
Weariness 


low. 
comes to 


at the end of a busy day, when vitality is 
Then Horsford’s Acid Phosphate 


A teaspoonful in a glass of cold water 
will be found wonderfully effective. 9 


the rescue of tired nerves. 

















